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Introduction 

This exhibit was conceived to commemorate the approaching centennial of the 19th Amend-

ment to the United States Constitution.   On June 14, 1919, as a result of a vigorous campaign 

over many years by dedicated women and their male allies, the Senate passed the amendment 

giving women the right to vote and it was sent to the states for ratification. On August 18, 1920, 

after several states rejected it, Tennessee voted in favor, thereby meeting the ratification re-

quirement of three-quarters of the states, and the amendment passed.  Although some states had 

permitted women to vote by that time, women first voted nationwide in November 1920.   

Since the adoption of the 19th Amendment, women have steadily become more involved in 

politics and other endeavors previously associated with men.  But even before that milestone, 

women in Monmouth County became notable for achievements beyond traditional domestic 

responsibilities.  Some played active roles in seeking social equality, especially after the wom-

en’s movement accelerated following the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, the first conference 

devoted exclusively to women’s rights in the United States. 

The Monmouth County Archives began considering an exhibit about women before January 

2018, when it acquired a copy of Past and Promise: Lives of New Jersey Women by the Wom-

en’s History Project of New Jersey (1990).  We already had Karen L. Schnitzspahn’s excellent 

Stars of the New Jersey Shore (2007) and Remarkable Women of the New Jersey Shore (2015), 

and the Elsalyn Palmisano Women’s History Papers, among the sources that would be cited in 

this catalog.  Although we seriously considered other worthwhile exhibit subjects, the women’s 

theme was discussed extensively in October by Archives staff and County Historian Randall 

Gabrielan, and approved soon thereafter by County Clerk Christine Hanlon. With the addition 

of Professor Melissa Ziobro of Monmouth University and independent historian Schnitzspahn, 

this team recommended more than one hundred women to include in the exhibit.  With the ex-

ception of Schnitzspahn, a former county resident who now lives in Colorado, the group met to 

reduce the list to fit the exhibit space available and make assignments for caption writing. 

The first task in developing the exhibit was to establish criteria for inclusion, as there were far 

too many candidates. The first criterion was to limit the exhibit to women who were deceased, 

although exceptions were made for two, who for many years have not been active in the field 

for which they were chosen.  Second, the women had to have lived in Monmouth County, at 

least regularly in the summers—not just visited briefly—and preferably made their mark while 

a resident.  Third, the exhibit needed to be balanced geographically, with women associated 

with different parts of Monmouth County but it was not possible for each town to be represent-

ed.  Fourth, the exhibit had to include diversity; African American, Hispanic American, and 

Native American women are featured, as well as those with different religions.  Fifth, there had 

to be enough reliable information and exhibit-quality material for inclusion.  Finally, while the 

exhibit sought to cover women in different centuries, given the other criteria, it should not be 

surprising that late 19th and 20th century women predominate.  
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Based on these criteria, the team selected just over 50 exhibit items, all about individual women 

except for three that feature more than one.  Some of the women, such as pioneer Penelope 

Stout and Molly Pitcher, have become legendary, while others were far more familiar to their 

contemporaries.   A number of the women were selected in part because they were path-

breaking for their gender.  These include: the first female judge in Monmouth County, Julia 

Ashbey; County Clerk Jane Clayton, also the first woman to be elected a County Freeholder; 

Gertrude Ederle, the first woman to swim the English Channel; Assistant Lighthouse Keeper 

Sarah Patterson Johnson; the first female attorneys in Monmouth, Mary Wooster Sutton and 

Jessie Vanderveer; Asbury Park’s first female physician, Dr. Ella Prentiss Upham; and Emma 

K. Vernell, the first woman volunteer fire fighter in Monmouth.  

Other women in the exhibit, too many to enumerate here, are notable for particularly successful 

careers in a very wide range of fields, such as art and photography, business, charitable work, 

education, entertainment, historic preservation, literature, public service, social reform activism, 

philanthropy, politics, religion, science, and sports.   A variety of careers are represented by 

women in the exhibit and they came from a range of social classes, with some at the highest 

echelons of society, including but not limited to Anne Welling Bingham, Countess Bux-

hoeveden, and Judith Stanley Coleman.  In addition to their featured accomplishments, most of 

these women also had families and balanced home life with their outside activities.   

For some of the selected women, substantial information was readily available, including book-

length biographies of activist Sarah Downs, Saint Katharine Drexel, artists Doris Caesar and 

Molly Pitcher, Alice Neel, opera star Lillian Nordica, writer Dorothy Parker, photographer 

Louise Rosskam, and Penelope Stout.  For such luminaries, the caption writers were challenged 

to condense a lifetime of achievement into a few words and it is hoped that readers of this cata-

log will explore the bibliographic citations below the captions.  For other women, caption writ-

ers did considerable research to find biographical details about largely forgotten women, such 

as Kate “Te-Wan-Ka” Patterson, a black elocutionist whose profession now may be as unfamil-

iar as her name. 

Today, as an increasing proportion of women are building significant careers, this exhibit 

serves as a reminder of those that led the way.  Collectively, the women in this exhibit represent 

many others who have made a major positive impact on the quality of life in Monmouth Coun-

ty. 

 Gary D. Saretzky 

Monmouth County Archivist 
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Above, Julia Ashbey, accompanied by her daughter, being sworn in as Juvenile & 

Domestic Relations Court Judge, June 15, 1976.  Photo by Paul DeNucci, 1976-06-

14, Monmouth County Archives.  Below, a recent photo, courtesy Julia Ashbey. 
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Julia Lovett Ashbey: First Woman Judge in Monmouth County 

Julia Lovett, born in 1931 at Middletown to Vanderveer and Christina Lovett, was drawn to the 

law by “personal fascination” when few women sought legal careers.  Admitted in New York 

in 1956, after graduating from Columbia Law School, Julia (Ashbey after marriage to William, 

a bank executive), secured employment with a prestigious firm, now Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 

Wharton and Garrison.  Work in their Trusts and Estates department did not fill her need to 

serve children’s issues.  Her next position with the Citizens’ Committee for Children of New 

York, in which she found greater satisfaction through drafting legislation and other work pro-

tecting children’s rights, established her career path. 

Admitted in New Jersey in 1966, Ashbey served as Assistant Monmouth County Counsel 

which brought her into the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court two days weekly.  After 

nine years, she was nominated to that court in 1976 by Governor Brendan Byrne.  She is seen 

here being sworn in after Senate confirmation.  Ashbey thus became the first woman judge in 

Monmouth County, breaking the long tradition of male-only benches.  Experience with chil-

dren’s matters notwithstanding, Ashbey’s first four years were on the matrimonial bench.  

Two judicial elevations followed, including appointment to the Superior Court in 1976 and lat-

er to the Appellate Division.  In 1985, Ashbey was presiding judge of the Superior Court.  One 

of her many noteworthy trials, a 1980s headline maker popularly known as the “Baby M 

Case,” impacted public policy on surrogate parenting.  Judge Ashbey wrote the appellate deci-

sion. 

Now in retirement in Oregon, Ashbey has three daughters who chose different careers.  RG 

 

Ashbey, Julia, telephone interview by Randall Gabrielan, April 1, 2019. 

“Judgeship Candidate Talks about Respect for the Law.”  Red Bank Register, May 7, 1976, 5.  

Schwartz, Meagan.  “Their Office Is a Courtroom.”  Barnard Quarterly, Winter 1985.  

“Senate Confirms Ashbey Judgeship.”  Red Bank Register, June 4, 1976, 3. 
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Above, on June 6, 1973, Mahala Atchison holds the bell she used to call children to classes at the 

one-room Pine Brook School in 1927.  Photo by Don Lordi, 1973-06-008RBR, Monmouth Coun-

ty Archives.  Below, approaching retirement on May 23, 1973, Atchison at first grade class at 

Sycamore School, New Shrewsbury, with students, Kenny McKinney, left, and Roy Roberson, 

center.  Photo, May 23, 1973, by Larry Perna, 1973-05-031RBR, Monmouth County Archives. 
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Anna Mahala Field Atchison: Educator and Church Official  

Anna Mahala Field Atchison shaped the lives of countless Monmouth County children as a 

public school teacher for 46 years.  She was born in Somerville, New Jersey, on September 25, 

1904, and attended local schools through her graduation from Somerville High School in 1923.  

She obtained a degree in 1925 from Cheyney State Normal School in Pennsylvania and later 

earned degrees from New York University, Rutgers, and Trenton State College.  

Atchison began her teaching career in 1925 in Maryland, quickly rising to school principal.  

She  returned to New Jersey in 1927, to work at schools in Shrewsbury Township and Tinton 

Falls.  She taught grades 1-8 at the one-room, segregated Pine Brook School; in the photo, she 

holds the school bell.  Subsequently, she taught at the Vail Homes School, Tinton Falls School, 

and Sycamore Avenue School.  Interviewed upon retirement in 1973, she averred that all chil-

dren should be instilled with a positive self-image and respect for other people.  The Sycamore 

School at 961 Sycamore Avenue in Tinton Falls was christened the “Mahala F. Atchison 

School” in her honor.  

Atchison was as devoted to her church as she was to her students.  She held numerous leader-

ship roles in the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Zion Church and worked tirelessly to 

raise funds for churches throughout Africa. The Janie Speaks A.M.E. Zion Hospital in Afran-

cho, Ghana, named a pediatric ward after her in 1983.  

Atchison married Reverend Wallace William Atchison in 1950; the couple had no children.  

The lifelong educator lost her battle with cancer on April 19, 1985, at her home in Lincroft, 

aged 80. She is buried at Monmouth Memorial Park in Tinton Falls.  MZ 

 

Borak, Greg. “Mrs. Atchison to Close Out Long Teaching Career.”  Red Bank Register, June 8, 

1973, 11.  

Burstyn, Joan, ed.  Past and Promise: Lives of New Jersey Women.  Syracuse, New York: Syra-

cuse University Press, 1997, 229-230.  

“Fine Name for School.”  Red Bank Register, June 19, 1973, 6.  

Gabrielan, Randall.  Tinton Falls in the Twentieth Century.  Charleston, South Carolina: Arca-

dia Publishing, 1999, 75-76. “History of Tinton Falls School District.”  Tinton Falls School 

District.  Web. 

“Mahala F. Atchison, 80; Educator, Church official.”  Red Bank Register, April 21, 1985, 7A.  

“To Speak at Women’s Day Event.”  Red Bank Register, March 1, 1974, 15.  

https://www.tfschools.org/domain/17
https://www.tfschools.org/domain/17
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Above, lithograph, from Rufus W. Gris-

wold, The Republican Court, or, Ameri-

can Society in the Days of Washing-

ton. New and rev. ed. (New York, 

1856), plate opposite 253.   

Above right, U.S. “Lady Liberty” gold 

coin, 1804, reportedly modeled on Anne 

Willing Bingham.   

Right, Anne Willing Bingham, oil paint-

ing by Gilbert Stuart, 1797, Philadelphia 

Museum of Art.   

Opposite, Bingham Hill residence, Rum-

son, early 1900s, photograph, courtesy 

Randall Gabrielan.   
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 Anne Willing Bingham: A Woman Molded for the Nobility 

Born in 1764, Anne Willing was the eldest of the thirteen children of the prosperous merchant 

Thomas and Anne McCall Willing.  She was both well-educated and esteemed as a great beau-

ty, enabling her to become one of the most celebrated and courted young women in the fledg-

ling republic.  At age sixteen, she married one of the country’s wealthiest men, the twenty-

eight-year-old William Bingham.  The politically influential pair became social and public 

leaders in both their native Philadelphia and Rumson, where they established the region’s first 

country home.  Anne, whose painted portrait by Gilbert Stuart is at the Philadelphia Museum 

of Art, is believed to have been the model for America’s most celebrated and valuable gold 

coin, the so-called “draped bust” dollar. 

Traveling between 1783 and 1786, the Binghams attended numerous European salons, helping 

prepare Anne for a life style appropriate for her high social stratum.  The couple built a vast 

residence, the no-longer extant “Mansion House,” at Third and Market in Philadelphia.  

Learned in political and public affairs and holding her own as an informed conversationalist, 

Anne attracted the approval of John and Abigail Adams. 

In 1791, William Bingham bought a house with about 200 acres of farmland in Rumson from 

Joseph Wardell.  His expanded residence, “Bingham Hill,” became the finest in the region and 

still stands at 142 Bingham Avenue.  Some of the Binghams’ extended sojourns there were to 

escape yellow fever epidemics in Philadelphia. 

Anne suffered a serious illness, likely tuberculosis, after giving birth, and sailed for Madeira 

with her husband, daughter and sister, seeking a salubrious climate.  On May 11, 1801, she 

died en route in Bermuda, where she is buried.  RG 

 

Baltzell, E. Digby.  Puritan Boston and Quaker Philadelphia, New Brunswick, New Jersey: 

Transaction Publishers, 1996 (revised edition). 

Gabrielan, Randall.  Rumson – Shaping a Superlative Suburb. Charleston, South Carolina: Ar-

cadia Publishing, 2003. 

Wilson, Janet, et al., eds.  Notable American Women, 1607-1950, A Biographical Dictionary.  

[Cambridge, Massachusetts]:  Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1971. 

Women of the Republican Court – Anne Willing Bingham (1764-1801).  Web.  

 

 

http://librarycompany.org/women/republicancourt/bingham_anne.htm
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Above, accompanied by her husband Ray, Olga Boeckel sworn in as mayor of Middletown by County 

Clerk Jane Clayton, January 1, 1986.  Red Bank Register Negative Collection.  1986-01-002aRBR.  Below, 

in July 2008,  Boeckel visits Larry Cella, who had become County Records Manager, at the Monmouth 

County Archives.  Photo by Gary D. Saretzky, 2008-07-54.   

Opposite, Boeckel in 1983.  1983-03-082aRBR.  Red Bank Register Negative Collection.  All photos, Mon-

mouth County Archives. 
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Olga Boeckel: Red Bank Register Librarian and Mayor of Middletown 

For saving records of Monmouth County history, Olga Boeckel is considered a heroine at the 

Monmouth County Archives.  Queens-native Olga Koman attended Jamaica High School, then 

worked in the travel field.  After marrying WWII veteran Raymond G. Boeckel, a custom home 

builder, she moved to Middletown, where the Boeckels operated Sleepy Hollow Horse Farm 

for 43 years.   

 

While a secretary at the Red Bank Register, Boeckel studied librarianship at Columbia Univer-

sity.  As the newspaper’s librarian for 15 years, she supervised the clipping and photo morgues.  

A 1970 Christmas Eve fire destroyed the library.  Starting anew, Boeckel and her successors 

filed more than 200,000 clippings by subject and at least 33,000 envelopes of photographic 

film, by 1988.   

 

After retiring from the Register in 1983, Boeckel, a Republican, was elected to the Middletown 

Township Committee (1985-1987).  On January 1, 1986, four months before he died, Ray held 

the bible as she became the town’s first woman mayor, sworn in by County Clerk Jane Clayton 

(seen here).  During her one-year mayoral term, Boeckel and Municipal Clerk Larry Cella 

signed ordinances for road and parks improvements; salary increases for police; purchase of 

firefighting and other equipment; and creation of the Municipal Housing Advisory Council.   

 

In 1988, Boeckel went to the Register and rescued a vast quantity of clippings and film slated 

for destruction, dividing them among the Monmouth County Library and Middletown and 

Shrewsbury historical societies.  Eventually, these institutions and George H. Moss, Jr., who 

had acquired some negatives from 

Shrewsbury, donated the materials to the 

County Archives.  Boeckel died Septem-

ber 13, 2012.  She was 91.  GDS 

Middletown Township Committee, Ordi-

nance Books, 1986.  Municipal Records 

Group, Monmouth County Archives. 

“Olga K. Boeckel.” [Obituary], Asbury 

Park Press, September 18, 2012, A8. 

“Raymond G. Boeckel.” [Obituary], Red 

Bank Register, May 7, 1986, 8A. 

Red Bank Register: Clippings, 1971-1988.  

Guide, Monmouth County Archives.   

Red Bank Register: Negatives, 1971-1987.  

Guide, Monmouth County Archives.  

 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/special-collections/red-bank-register-clippings-1971-1988/
https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/special-collections/red-bank-register-negatives-1970-1987/
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Left, Jenny Bramley graduating.  Above, Bramley with 

equipment, circa 1980.  Below, Bramley with her par-

ents, about 1914, probably in Moscow.   

Opposite, Bramley with a medal she received in 1984.  

All photos, courtesy Nora Poling. 
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Dr. Jenny Rosenthal Bramley: Scientist  

In 1985, the Interagency Committee on Women in Science and Engineering called Dr. Bramley 

the “most outstanding woman scientist in the federal government.” Jenny Rosenthal was born 

July 31, 1909, in Moscow to Dr. Lazar and Elizabeth Rosenthal from Lithuania.  She received 

her B.S. from the University of Paris (1926) and her Master’s and Ph.D. from New York Uni-

versity (1927 and 1929, respectively).  At age 19, she was the first woman at NYU to get a 

Ph.D. in physics.  

Jenny worked at several universities before employment as a physicist with the U.S. Army Sig-

nal Corps Laboratories, Fort Monmouth (1942-1944, 1948-1950).  There, she met, and in 1943 

married, colleague Arthur Bramley, with whom she would start a family.  She continued to 

work as a consultant with Fort Monmouth (1950-53) and taught at Monmouth Junior College 

(now, University). Careers in private industry, other government laboratories, and college cam-

puses nationwide followed.  Biographers attribute her winding career path, at least in part, to 

her desire to balance work and family.  Bramley would champion other women in science 

through work with the American Association of University Women and other organizations. 

Bramley held over a dozen patents, including for work on color television tubes and early com-

puter terminals.  With Gregory Breit, she was the first to calculate the effect of extended nucle-

ar charge on the hyperfine structure and isotopic shift – a still well-known effect called the 

“Breit-Rosenthal correction.”  A prolific author, Bramley’s many honors included being one of 

the first women named a Fellow of the Institute of Electrical & Electronics Engineers.  In 1997, 

NYU named a laser laboratory, still in use today, after her.  Bramley died May 26, 1997, at the 

age of 87.  MZ 

 

Dim, Joan Marans and Nancy Murphy Cricco.  The Miracle on Washington Square: New York 

University.  Lanham, Maryland: Lexington Books, 2001, 94.  

Dr. Jenny Rosenthal Bramley biog-

raphy file, U.S. Army Communica-

tions-Electronics Command Historical 

Office, Aberdeen Proving Ground, 

MD.  

Gabriele Kass-Simon, ed.  Women of 

Science: Righting the Record.  Indian-

apolis: Indiana University Press, 1990, 

180.  

Howes, Ruth H. and Caroline L. Her-

zenberg.  After the War: Women in 

Physics in the U.S.  San Rafael, Cali-

fornia: Morgan and Claypool Publish-

ers, 2015.  

“Jenny Rosenthal Bramley.”  Contri-

butions of 20th Century Women to 

Physics.  CWP at UCLA.  Web. 

 

http://cwp.library.ucla.edu/Phase2/Bramley,_Jenny_Rosenthal@901234567.html
http://cwp.library.ucla.edu/Phase2/Bramley,_Jenny_Rosenthal@901234567.html
http://cwp.library.ucla.edu/Phase2/Bramley,_Jenny_Rosenthal@901234567.html
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Right, in January 1977, Countess Bux-

hoeveden at desk, for a Red Bank Reg-

ister magazine cover promoting the 

Winter Glow Ball, 1977-01-104RBR.   

Below, in August 1975, the Countess 

presides at the tea table in her home, 

where she hosted the season's inaugural 

meeting for the Winter Glow Ball.  She 

is serving Mrs. Edward Aborn, Fair 

Haven, one of the committee chairmen. 

On the left is John J. Donoghue, execu-

tive director of the Monmouth County 

Unit New Jersey Association for Re-

tarded Children, the organization which 

will benefit from the Dec. 6 event, and 

handing him a cup is Mrs. I. Ralph 

Fox, Rumson, who was decorations 

chairman for the ball.  1975-08-

143RBR.  Both photos, Monmouth 

County Archives.   

Opposite, an early 1900s postcard of 

the Buxhoeveden home in Rumson, 

when it was owned previously by Fritz 

Achelis.  It was remodeled after him 

and before the Buxhoevedens owned it. 



19 

 

Countess Roberta Buxhoeveden: Champion for Children with Disabilities 

Countess Buxhoeveden (1903-2002) is best known for her indefatigable efforts in support of 

the Monmouth Association for Retarded Children, now The Arc of Monmouth.  Born Roberta 

Montague Rose in Lodz, Poland, in 1903, Roberta was the daughter of English banker Archi-

bald Adolph Rose and Francis Lake Montague.  Raised in England, she worked with her first 

husband, newspaper publisher Thomas P. Leaman Jr. in southern France.  They moved to Spain 

where she had two children, Gerald, who died very young of pneumonia, and Anabel, born with 

Down Syndrome.  After Leaman’s death at their California home, she married a Russian Count, 

Anatole Buxhoeveden (1905-1982), whose family received its title from Peter the Great.  In 

1955, she joined him at his Rumson estate, Riverfields, built by Fritz Achelis in 1888.   

 

In 1967, the Countess (known as “Bobby”) attended a local chapter meeting of the New Jersey 

Association for Retarded Children.  She suggested organizing a masked ball as a fund raiser.  

For more than a decade, she chaired the Winter Glow Ball, which soon raised more than 

$100,000 per year.  The funding significantly expanded Association services and the Board of 

Chosen Freeholders provided 31 acres in Tinton Falls for a much larger headquarters.  By 1978, 

The Arc was serving more than 2,000 families annually, ten times 1967’s number.  The Coun-

tess also actively raised funds for the Girl Scouts and the Children’s Psychiatric Center, which 

evolved into CPC Behavioral HealthCare in Red Bank.  At Riverfields, where she had a pet 

Capuchin monkey named “Bimbo,” the couple entertained illustrious visitors, including Thor 

Heyerdahl of Kon Tiki fame in 1970.  The Countess died at her winter home in Boca Raton in 

2002.  GDS 

“Countess Anatole Buxhoeveden.”  [Obituary], Asbury Park Press, November 12, 2002, 1. 

Ellis, Linda.  “Winter Glow Ball proceeds reach $162,417 record high….”  Red Bank Register, 

March 17, 1977, 21. 

“English Evening to Aid Jersey Psychiatric Center.”  New York Times, April 6, 1969, 66. 

“Frogtown Frolic Scheduled for Sept. 26 in Holmdel.”  New York Times, Sept. 9, 1970, 40. 

Maitland, Leslie.  “The Compassionate Countess.”  New York Times, January 11, 1976, NJ14. 

“Tough Navigation.”  Trenton Evening Times, July 22, 1970, 4.  [Re Thor Heyerdahl’s visit.] 

“Winter Glow Ball Aids Retarded Kids.”  Newark Star-Ledger, December 10, 1978, 129.  
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On left and below, Doris Caesar in her stu-

dio by Paul Juley, Peter Juley & Son.  

Smithsonian American Art Museum.  Wiki-

media Commons. 
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Doris Porter Caesar: Expressionist Sculptor 

After Doris Porter, born November 11, 1892, in Brooklyn, lost her mother at an early age, her 

lawyer father, Alfred Hayes Porter, encouraged her art education, which included immersion in 

modernist trends at the Art Students League and graduation from Syracuse University.  Her ca-

reer slowed when she married Harry I. Caesar in 1913 and took on family obligations. 

The Spur (1931) pointed out that “it was as a result of nervous exhaustion that (she) first tried 

her hand at sculpture…after her groping search for the right means of self-expression had 

touched more or less briefly on music, drawing and painting.”  Studying under the noted Cubist 

Alexander Archipenko, Caesar worked intensively for three years in studios at New York and in 

the garage at their Rumson summer home, “Holly Farm,” prior to exhibiting.  

Caesar’s oeuvre included religious art and sculptured portraits of prominent women, including 

Rumson neighbors.  Over time, she specialized in the female nude, figures typically portrayed 

in a naturalistic manner, although not in measured proportion.  French sculptor Charles Despiau 

was an influence, while her work stylistically resembled the German Expressionist William 

Lembruck, notably by the elongated shape of her figures, which some also likened to El Greco.  

Much of her work was cast in bronze; some later pieces were larger than life-size.  She regular-

ly exhibited in New York. 

Caesar moved to Litchfield, Connecticut, and died there in 1971.  Her papers, including two 

scrapbooks, are at Syracuse University.  The historic residence at “Holly Farms,” known as the 

Tredwell House, was lost to an incendiary fire in 2006.  RG 
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Above, Jane Clayton being sworn in as County Clerk on January 3, 1980, with husband Harry and Judge John P. 

Arnone, by Dave Kingdon for the Red Bank Register, 1980-01-025RBR.  Below, Jane Clayton and Judge Louis R. 

Aikens at naturalization of two children, June 2, 1980, 1980-06-004, by Paul DeNucci.  Opposite, Jane Clayton at 

Elections during Kean-Florio gubernatorial vote recount on November 17, 1980, with (left to right) Margaret 

Crowther, clerk to the Board of Elections, Democratic commissioner Tove Brunet, and Republican commissioner 

Benjamin Danskin, by Don Lordi for the Register, 1981-11-123RBR.  All photos, Monmouth County Archives. 
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Jane G. Clayton: Monmouth County Clerk 

Respected for leadership in both business and public service, Jane Clayton created a legacy of 

achievement in Monmouth County history.  Born Jane Gardella in 1928, Mrs. Clayton, of 

Rumson, became president and CEO of her father’s wholesale food distribution company Eu-

gene and Co., in Sea Bright.  In 1966, she began more than 30 years in public office, when she 

was appointed to the County Board of Elections.  In 1976, she became the first elected woman 

Freeholder* and then, in 1980, she became Monmouth’s first female County Clerk, serving un-

til 1997. 

In addition to Recording, Elections, and Naturalizations, one of Clayton’s priorities was the 

county’s archives.  Records had become damaged by water and mold in leaky storage loca-

tions.  In 1980, with the help of the Monmouth County Historical Association and the New Jer-

sey State Archives, records were fumigated, cleaned, and stored in Trenton.  Clayton hired con-

sultant James B. Rhoads, former Archivist of the United States, whose detailed report helped 

her convince the Freeholders to provide space for the Monmouth County Archives in plans for 

the new library in Manalapan.  The records were moved there in 1987 and the Archives opened 

to the public in 1994.   

As County Clerk, Clayton published two books of slave records: Black Birth Book and Manu-

mission Book.  She conducted the first annual Archives and History Day in 1996, when the 

Freeholders named the Archives’ reading room after her, and was honored at the second in 

1997, when the annual Jane G. Clayton Award for achievement in Monmouth County history 

was created.  Predeceased by her husband, Harry H. Clayton II, she died in 2017.  GDS 

“Jane G. Clayton.”  [Obituary], Asbury Park Press, August 6, 2017, 12A. 

“Jane G. Clayton, Monmouth County Clerk, Conservator and Preservationist.  Saving the Past 

for the Future.”  Brochure, undated.  Monmouth County Archives.  

Johnson, Kelly.  “County Clerk Jane Clayton Is Honored,” Red Bank Register, October 3, 

1987, 3A.  [Re Joshua Huddy Award from Monmouth Council of the Boy Scouts of America.] 

*The first female Freeholder, Cecile F. Norton, was appointed on April 7, 1976, to complete the unexpired 

term of Philip N. Gumbs, who had resigned to become a judge of the Workers Compensation Court. 
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Judith Stanley (right) at home in July 1975, next to her husband, Robert C. Stanley, Jr., and Dr. 

James C. Kirby Director, Department of Medicine, Monmouth Medical Center, and Mrs. Kirby, 

discussing plans for the new hospital.  1975-07-095RBR.   

Opposite, in September 1984, Judith Stanley (right) hosts Republican candidates Olga Boeckel 

(left), running for Middletown Township Committee, and Montclair Mayor Mary Mochary, 

candidate for U.S. Senate, at a fundraiser attended by 100 people.  1984-09-044RBR.  Red Bank 

Register Negative Collection.  Monmouth County Archives. 
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Judith Stanley Coleman (1935-2010): Model of Public Service 

Born in Asbury Park, high school valedictorian Judith Hurley became a Smith College history 

major.  She taught briefly prior to marrying Anthony Huber and raising four daughters.  Her 

second marriage to philanthropist and nickel mining heir Robert C. Stanley, Jr. brought afflu-

ence and she continued his charitable work following his death in 1985.  Mrs. Stanley became 

one of the foremost conservationists of her era and a model of public service. 

Judith Stanley began political and charitable activism in the early 1970s.  Her longest and most 

influential position was leadership of the Middletown Planning Board.  A founder and long-term 

president of the Monmouth Conservation Foundation, Stanley, an ardent advocate of responsi-

ble growth and open space preservation, received its Verdant Award in 1992, one of numerous 

honors.  

Her most visible appointment was her five-year chairmanship of the New Jersey Highway Au-

thority during the 1980s, when it improved the roads and service areas of the Garden State Park-

way.  Stanley was devoted to health and education, notably the Visiting Nurse Association of 

Central Jersey (formerly MCOSS); she served as board member for nearly fifty years, most as 

president.  She also was a long-time trustee of Monmouth Medical Center and its Foundation; a 

1975 photo shows her at home with husband Robert and Dr. and Mrs. James C. Kirby at the 

kick-off fundraising event for the new hospital.  Stanley served on the boards of the Monmouth 

County Historical Association, including a long tenure as president, the New Jersey State Coun-

cil on the Arts, Monmouth University, Stevens Institute of Technology, the Count Basie Thea-

tre, and Rumson Country Day School. 

Stanley fulfilled her class selection as “most likely to succeed.”  She and third husband James 

M. Coleman entered the Asbury Park High School Hall of Fame in 2004.  RG 
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Gabrielan, Randall.  Birth of the Jersey Shore – The Personalities and Politics that Built Ameri-

ca’s Resort.  Charleston, South Carolina: The History Press, 2015. 

Hall, Kathy. “Saving the planet begins close to home.”  The Hub, April 20, 2006.  
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Above, the home of Sarah Downs at 106 Mount Tabor Way, Ocean Grove, in 2019 by Gary D. Saretzky.  Below, 

Downs’ 1882 deed for the property, Deed Book 351, page 376, Monmouth County Archives.  Opposite, portrait 

of Downs, courtesy Karen L. Schnitzspahn. 
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Sarah Jane Corson Downs:  Temperance Leader 

Audiences listened with rapt attention when Sarah Downs, a social reformer with a booming 

voice and daunting appearance, condemned alcohol as “the enemy.”  In 1881, Downs became 

president of the New Jersey Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (NJWCTU).  Despite her 

tough demeanor, “Mother Downs” was kind and loving.  

Sarah was born in 1822 to an old Philadelphia family, members of the Dutch Reformed 

Church.  When she was five, her father died and, in the 1830s, her widowed mother moved the 

family to New Jersey, initially in Pennington.  Sarah experienced “a conversion” at seventeen 

and became an Evangelical Methodist.  While teaching school in New Egypt, she met a wid-

ower, Methodist circuit minister Rev. Charles S. Downs.  After they married in 1850, Sarah 

left teaching and cared for their children.  When Rev. Downs retired for health reasons, the 

family relocated to Tuckerton.  To make ends meet, Sarah resumed teaching and wrote news-

paper articles.  After Rev. Downs died in 1870, she raised funds for a new church and became 

increasingly interested in women’s welfare.  

In the mid-1870s, Downs moved to Ocean Grove, the dry Methodist seaside town that would 

become known for its women activists and entrepreneurs.  In 1882, she purchased a house 

lease at 106 Mount Tabor Way for $490.  During her Ocean Grove years, Downs significantly 

increased the NJWCTU membership.  Loyal to Frances Willard, national WCTU president, 

Downs supported suffrage as “a means for women to better protect their homes and children” 

and to help achieve the prohibition of alcohol.  

After a brief illness, Downs died in 1891.  She was working on WCTU affairs even during her 

final hours.  KLS 
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Above and opposite, Katharine Drexel, courtesy, Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, which she founded.  Below, 

the main altar at St. Michael’s Church in Long Branch, given in memory of banker and philanthropist Francis 

Drexel, the father of Katharine Drexel, photo by Randall Gabrielan. 
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Katharine Drexel: An American Saint 

Katharine Drexel, born November 26, 1858, in Philadelphia, enjoyed the perquisites of privi-

lege as the daughter of Francis Anthony Drexel, one of the richest bankers in America and one 

who believed the wealthy were obliged to aid the unfortunate.  Her active social life as a debu-

tante, both in Pennsylvania and at Long Branch, where her father and uncles had summer 

homes, included prospects of marriage. 

Hannah Landstroth Drexel, Kate’s birth mother, died when she was five weeks old. Her step-

mother, Emma Bouvier, became “the key that unlocked Katharine’s fervor.” Emma established 

chapels in both homes for daily prayer and meditation; there Francis Drexel spent a half-hour 

after arriving home. 

Emma’s painful final illness in 1883 deeply impacted Katharine and she began discussing incli-

nations to religious life with Bishop James O’Connor.  Francis’s death in 1885 made the devas-

tated Katharine an heiress with little interest in money, but great motivation to help.  She trav-

eled west, inspired to aid the American Indians.  Katharine was regularly unwell, prompting 

caution by O’Connor about the rigors of convent life, but she persisted.  

Having convinced O’Connor and family of a robust constitution, Drexel entered the Sisters of 

Mercy, Pittsburgh, November 7, 1889.  Wealth enabled her to found the Sisters of the Blessed 

Sacrament for Indians and Colored People in 1891. 

At Mother Drexel’s funeral following her death on March 3, 1955, Archbishop Patrick John 

Ryan expressed the belief that she would eventually be a saint.  She was beatified in 1988; 

when canonized in October 2000, Drexel became the second saint born in the United States.  

The family is memorialized through the donation of the depicted main altar at St. Michael’s in 

Long Branch.  RG 

 

Biddle, Cordelia Frances.  Saint Katharine – The Life of Katharine Drexel.  Yardley, Pennsyl-

vania: Westholme Publishing, 2014. 

Duffy, Sr. Consuela Marie.  

Katharine Drexel – A Biography.  

Cornwell Heights, Pennsylvania:  Sis-

ters of the Blessed Sacrament, 1966. 

“Pope to Canonize Katharine 

Drexel…”  The Monitor, February 3, 

2000, 5.  

Salvo, Suzanne Duque.  “She Was an 

American Millionaire and a Saint.”  

Regina, August 27, 2013.  Web.  

[Includes quote, “the key that un-

locked Katharine’s fervor.”] 

 

Schemo, D.J.  “Pope Announces 

Sainthood For Champion of Minori-

ties.”  New York Times, March 11, 

2000, A9.  

 

https://reginamag.com/american-millionaire-saint/


30 

 

 

Right, Achsah Dunham.  

Ancestry.com.   

Below, 1887 New Jersey 

law giving women the right 

to vote at school meetings, 

courtesy New Jersey State 

Library. 

Opposite, Dunham’s house, 

72 Heck Avenue, Ocean 

Grove, photo by Gary D. 

Saretzky, 2019.   
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Achsah Cannon Dunham: Activist 

The New Jersey legislature gave women the right to vote for local school boards on April 8, 

1887.  On March 20, 1888, after being nominated by temperance leader Sarah Downs, Achsah 

Dunham was elected to the Neptune Township School Board by a margin of one vote.  About 

two dozen out of 107 ballots were cast by women.  A dissenter, James H. Bird, appealed the 

result but County School Superintendent Samuel Lockwood confirmed Dunham’s election.  

The dismayed male editor of the Asbury Park Journal called the women “crowing hens.”   

Women had become eligible to hold this office by an 1873 New Jersey law but they hadn’t 

been able to vote since 1807.  The limited suffrage granted in 1887 was removed by the New 

Jersey Supreme Court in Allison v. Blake (1894), when it ruled that voting by women violated 

the 1844 state constitution.  In Landis v. Ashworth (1895), the court enabled women to vote for 

school taxes but not officers.  Full suffrage was enabled by the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution, ratified August 18, 1920. 

Born in 1824 in the Adirondacks, Achsah Cannon married Thomas Dunham, a cuffs and collars 

manufacturer in Troy.  In 1882, they moved to Ocean Grove, where they lived at 72 Heck Ave-

nue.  Daughters Elizabeth and Alice became teachers.  In addition to her school board service, 

Dunham became President of the Ocean Grove Women’s Christian Temperance Union and, in 

1903, the founding President of the Ocean Grove and Asbury Park Political Equity Club, an 

auxiliary to the National Woman’s Suffrage Association.  She suffered a paralytic stroke in 

1907, the year Thomas died, and she followed him in 1914.  GDS 
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Right, Gertrude Ederle with trainer Bill Burgess.  Oppo-

site, sheet music for song, “Trudy” about Gertrude 

Ederle.  Both, Karen L. Schnitzspahn Collection.   

 

Below,  group photo with Ederle at ceremony honoring 

Dr. William A. Newell, Governor of New Jersey, 1857-

1860. Journal of the Medical Society of New Jersey, 

1962 (10), 494.  Courtesy, Rutgers University Special 

Collections and University Archives. 
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Gertrude Ederle:  Long Distance Swimmer 

The first woman to swim the English Channel, Gertrude Ederle, spent her childhood summers 

in Highlands.  Born in New York City in 1905, she was one of six children.  Her father, a New 

York butcher, rented a bungalow in Highlands for family vacations.  As the story goes, young 

Gertrude first learned to swim when her parents tied a rope around her waist and dangled her 

from a dock on the Shrewsbury River.   

Competitive swimming became the focus of Gertrude’s life.  She won a gold and two bronze 

medals in the 1924 Paris Olympics.  Her goal was to swim across the English Channel, a feat 

previously accomplished by only five men.  While training, she set a record for swimming from 

Manhattan to Sandy Hook.  (The trophy she won for that swim and various memorabilia are on 

display at The Twin Lights in Highlands.)  After one failed attempt, Ederle made it across the 

treacherous English Channel on August 6, 1926, and became an icon of the Roaring Twenties.  

President Calvin Coolidge called her “America’s best girl.”  New York gave her a ticker tape 

parade and Highlands held a big celebration.  “Trudy,” as she was dubbed by adoring fans, 

toured the country and even appeared in vaudeville.  But her long distance swimming career 

was over.  She experienced hearing problems caused by measles during childhood and, by the 

1940s, was almost completely deaf.   

In 2000, Ederle attended a ceremony in Highlands to dedicate a small park named for her.  

Three years later, she died at a nursing home in Wycoff, New Jersey, at the age of ninety-eight.  
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Above, portrait of  Emily M. Frisby, 

courtesy South Dakota University 

Archives & Special Collections.   

Left, Dr. Frisby’s  report on hail in 

the tropics, courtesy, U.S. Army 

CECOM Historical Office.   

Opposite, “Vulcoon Flight,” a poem 

about balloon voyages by Dr. Fris-

by,  Argus Leader (Sioux Falls), 

May 5, 1963, 4. 
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Dr. Emily M. Frisby: Climatologist 

“Weather can be made to work for the world, if it is interpreted properly.”  (Frisby, 1954) 

Climate change may seem a modern day concern but the study of weather’s impact on human-

kind—and what we might do about it—is nothing new.  In the mid-20th century, Dr. Emily M. 

Frisby made climatology her life’s work.  Born in England on September 13, 1907, Frisby at-

tended schools in Leicester and the University of Wales.  During World War II, she served as a 

meteorological officer in the Women’s Royal Naval Service (the women’s branch of the United 

Kingdom’s Royal Navy).  Post-war, Frisby made her way to the United States.  For eleven 

years, she directed climatological research at a Denver research institute, then became a profes-

sor (seen here) in weather engineering at South Dakota State College before obtaining a doctor-

ate at Reading University.  She joined Raven Industries in 1960 and became a weather balloon 

expert.  Her passion for balloons was expressed in her 1963 poem, “Vulcoon Flight.”  In 1966, 

she joined the U.S. Army Electronics Command (ECOM) Atmospheric Sciences Laboratory at 

Fort Monmouth as chief of the Atmospheric Modification Task Group.  

 

Frisby’s career was devoted to “climatology for the public benefit,” the title of one of her many 

conference panels.  She traveled the world—Europe, the United States, Middle East and Afri-

ca—seeking answers to questions such as:  Could humans find a way to stop dangerous, de-

structive lightning and hail?  Could we seed clouds to produce rain and battle droughts?  Fris-

by, whose research was published in academic journals 

and government reports, disliked the term “rain-making,” 

saying it smacked of magic; instead, she preferred 

“weather modification” to describe her work.  A resident 

of Spring Lake Heights, Frisby died in July 1993 at the 

age of 85.  MZ 
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Left, Audrey Gomez as 8-year-old nation-

al speed roller skating champion, photo in 

August 1981 by Carl Forino for the Red 

Bank Register, 1981-08-146RBR, Mon-

mouth County Archives.   

Below and opposite, Gomez on the Uni-

versity of Southern California basketball 

team, 1990s, courtesy, University of 

Southern California Athletics. 
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Audrey Gomez, Star Athlete: Triumph to Tragedy 

A gifted athlete, Keyport’s Audrey Gomez first came to national attention in 1981: the roller 

skating 8-year-old won the primary division of the National Speed Skating championship in 

Texas, and commented, “It feels good to be famous.”  Switching from skates to hoops, Audrey 

and younger sister Erica honed their basketball skills at a competitive Greenwich Village play-

ground, with transportation and instruction provided by their father Larry, a “basketball addict” 

born in Puerto Rico.  In 1991, Audrey’s high school coach Bill Bulman at St. John Vianney de-

scribed her as “the most talented player…that ever played basketball in the Shore Conference.  

I've been around shore basketball 10-15 years and I have never seen a player comparable to 

[the] skills and ability she takes on the floor."  Audrey led the Lancers to the New Jersey State 

Championship, averaging 25+ points per game.  The sisters became elite college basketball 

guards in Los Angeles.  After two semesters at Notre Dame, Audrey, 5’ 8”, played for USC, but 

her career was hampered by injuries; Erica, 5’ 9”, became All-American at UCLA.   

 

In 2001, Audrey, then 28, was working for a Los Angeles residential shelter for troubled youth 

when she was found shot to death in the back seat of her car.  Bloodhounds led authorities two 

miles to the home of her supervisor, Angela H. Shepard.  Shephard had been fired in 1995 after 

six years as a Los Angeles police officer, for threatening to kill a female colleague.  After 

pleading guilty to murdering Gomez, Shephard was sentenced to 15 years to life.  GDS 

Monmouth County Archives; USC Athletics 
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Left and below, photographs of Annie Hart,  

New York Public Library.   

Opposite, “Annie Hart (The Bowery Girl),” 

New York Clipper, August 4, 1894, 340, cour-

tesy Randall Gabrielan. 
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Annie Hart: The Fair Haven Vaudeville Queen 

The long stage career of Annie Hart spanned the earliest vaudeville and modern entertainment 

eras.  A soubrette, comedienne, serio-comic actress and chansonette, Hart was among the first 

vaudevillians to summer or settle in Fair Haven.  These performers shaped and gave character 

to the emerging town.  Hart stayed, owning a number of houses over time. 

Born in Lawrence, Massachusetts, c.1859, Hart worked in a mill as a child.  She made her New 

York debut in 1873 at Williamsburg, then played in Philadelphia in 1876 prior to a countrywide 

tour.  Hart appeared in London with John L. Sullivan, then attained success on Tony Pastor’s 

major vaudeville circuit.  Hart, who sang “Bowery songs,” became known as “The Bowery 

Girl” and “The Irish Queen.”   She developed a stock-standard, audience-demanded favorite, 

“The Hat Me Father Wore.” 

While a possible earlier marriage cannot be confirmed, Hart wed Albert Manasse in 1887 after 

he extricated himself from an earlier marriage.  (As “Billy Lester,” he performed as a blackface 

minstrel in the team, Lester and Allen.)  By 1890, the couple summered in Fair Haven, a town 

that became a seasonal respite for vaudeville performers who endured extensive performance 

travel.  They amused themselves and the town with entertainments and benefits that included 

“elections” for non-existent offices.  Hart, chosen as “sheriff,” long-enjoyed that appellation. 

After becoming “The Merry Wid-

ow,” she was married by 1900 to J. 

Henry Stockley, also known as 

Harry Blocksom, and accompanied 

his act of Blocksom and Burns.   

Hart, whose career endured into the 

1930s, appeared in the original 

1927 Broadway production of 

“Show Boat” and played in the 

film version.  She died in 1947.  

RG 
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Left, Margaret Haskell, miniature painting, 

Monmouth County Historical Association.  

Below, page from 1910 building contract for 

Haskell’s residence in Middletown.  Agree-

ment, W. Shelton Swallow Co. & J. Amory 

Haskell, March 9, 1910.  Building Contracts, 

Monmouth County Archives. 

Opposite, Marlpit Hall, donated by Haskell to 

the Monmouth County Historical Associa-

tion, postcard, courtesy Randall Gabrielan.  
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Margaret Moore Riker Haskell: Connoisseur of Americana 

Margaret Moore Riker was immersed in history from her birth in 1864.  Her family was one of 

the earliest and most prominent in Newtown (now several towns including Elmhurst), Long Is-

land, and their home, an 1809 landmark.  In 1891, she married Jonathan Amory Haskell, who in 

1907 began to assemble their 341-acre Oak Hill Farm in Middletown.  Mrs. Haskell relocated 

the Riker residence to a hilltop there.  Mr. Haskell, who became a vice-president of both 

DuPont and General Motors, built an enormous country house and modern dairy.  A page from 

the 1910 building contract is on display. 

Having reportedly begun collecting at age twelve, Mrs. Haskell amassed a huge quantity of an-

tiques that filled both her Middletown home and her residence at 130 East 61st Street, New 

York.  She rose to the pinnacle of Americana collectors.  The collection, notably strong in 

American furniture and silver, was said to have been the largest ever formed by one person.  

She was a major benefactor of the Monmouth County Historical Association (MCHA), through 

her donation of some of their most iconic items.  Gifts were also made to the Metropolitan, 

Brooklyn, and other museums. 

The conveyance to MCHA of a restored and furnished Marlpit Hall, the ancient Taylor family 

residence in Middletown village, was arguably her most visible and significant donation.  

Haskell was guided in this mission by a prominent dealer, Edna Netter, probably an equal in the 

fulfillment of the project. 

After Margaret Haskell’s death on September 17, 1942, much of her collection was sold at a six

-part auction in 1944-1945.  Many pieces entered museum collections; their provenance from 

Haskell remains esteemed as a mark of quality.  RG 
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Right, Dee Holland with Al 

Griffin, saxophone and Clar-

ence Pinkney, drums.  Below, 

Holland with daughter and at 

the keyboard.  Bottom, Hol-

land in a trio, 1940s, other 

musicians unidentified.  All 

photographs, courtesy Asbury 

Park African American Music 

Heritage Project.   
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Dee Holland: Jazz Pianist 

In 1988, Delores “Dee” Holland was called one of the “finest jazz talents ever to come out of 

the Shore,” by Gerald Kamber, founder of the Monmouth Saxophone Quartet.  Born in Nep-

tune to a musical family in 1923, the 10th of 11 children, Dee began playing piano at the age of 

three.  In the 1930s, her parents escorted her to clubs on Springwood Avenue in Asbury Park, 

where she heard music by jazz greats like Duke Ellington and impressed customers as a child 

prodigy.  She was a member of local bands and was performing regularly long before gradua-

tion from Neptune High School.    

In 1943, Holland moved to Washington, DC, to live with her older sister and work for the fed-

eral government.  After World War II, she returned to Neptune and was employed by the Sig-

nal Corps at Fort Monmouth, from which she retired after 41 years in 1988.  Meanwhile, she 

continued her music career.  One of her first postwar dance groups was “The Squires of 

Rhythm,” with Tommy McCloud, Eddy Watt, and Clifford Johnson.  For the next six decades, 

Holland performed on keyboards, including the Hammond B3 organ, at numerous churches 

and nightclubs, among the latter, the Blue Note, Cuba’s, and El Lobo Negro Art Gallery 

(Asbury Park); Richard’s Lounge (Lakewood); Pleasant Valley Inn (Holmdel); Shanty Pub 

(Point Pleasant Beach); and Jason’s Is Jazz (South Belmar).  As recently as 2008, she played at 

The Shoppes at the Arcade on Cookman Avenue, with Mayor Kevin Sanders on percussion 

and Asbury Park High band director Karen Lee Schwarz on saxophone.  GDS 
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Left, Dee Holmes, photo-

graph by Kathy Dorn Sev-

erini.  Below left, Holmes in 

early 1970s, photographer 

unidentified, courtesy 

Layonne Holmes.  Below 

right, CD cover, America: A 

Tribute to Heroes, 2001. 
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Delores “Dee” Holmes: Jersey Shore Vocalist 

Delores Holmes’ passion was music.  Born in Long Branch, “Dee” (1946-2010) grew up and 

remained in Matawan, where she may have been the first black majorette at Matawan High 

School.  After graduation with honors, she became a keypunch operator at Bell Labs in 

Holmdel.  Raised in a home steeped in gospel, she began performing in church choirs and girl 

groups.  By the early 1970s, she and Barbara Dinkins were singing backup in several rock 

bands, including Hot Ice.  In 1971, responding to a newspaper ad, they were accepted into a 

new Bruce Springsteen group, which opened for the Allman Brothers in Asbury Park and then 

toured the East coast for several years.   

 

As a vocalist and voice teacher, she became renowned in Monmouth County.  According to a 

memorial, Holmes “performed with just about every artist who ever played the Jersey Shore,” 

such as Phoebe Snow, Beth Nielson Chapman, Bobby Bandiera, Garry Tallent, and Danny 

Federici.   With her daughter Layonne Holmes and Debbie Vaughn, she sang in the soul music 

trio, Rain, and was a member of Holiday Express, formed in 1993 by club owner and musician 

Tim McLoone.  Holmes sang backup on hundreds of recordings, and was featured, sometimes 

with Layonne, on CDs by Holiday Express and by Gabrielle Roth & the Mirrors, a sacred rock 

group in which she was lead vocalist.   

 

With Springsteen days after 9-11, Holmes sang backup with Layonne, Steven Van Zandt, 

Bruce’s wife Patti Scialfa, and others, on his “City of Ruins,” for the Emmy award-winning tel-

ethon, America: A Tribute to Heroes, available on CD, DVD, and YouTube.  In 2004, Rolling 

Stone called the program a moment that changed rock and roll history.  Gary Gellman’s 2009 

photo of Holmes and Springsteen is on exhibit here.  GDS 
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Right, Bruce Springsteen 

with Dee Holmes, photo-

graph c.2001 by Gary 

Gellman. 
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Dicksie Ann Hoyt: National Water Ski Champion 

Dubbed “Water Ski Queen” by the Boston Globe, Dicksie Ann Hoyt first astounded crowds in 

1958.  At age 11, the Asbury Park Press reported that she was “the sensation of the Shore ar-

ea,” and that readers were sure to “hear a lot more of this little performer.”  Sure enough, Dick-

sie won the 1960 New Jersey State Women’s Water Skiing Championship and the 1965 United 

States Women’s Water Skiing Championship. 

The Hoyts lived along the Navesink River, where Dicksie learned to ski with her father driving 

the boat.  She later moved to Miami to train year-round.  “I practice trick skiing every day,” she 

said.  Her hardest trick was “one ski, wake step over, front to back.”  

Water skiing competitions are based on total points scored in three events – slalom, tricks, and 

jumps.  Sometimes Dicksie would sweep all three, as she did in Maine, in the Bahamas, and 

other meets.  At the 1963 National Women’s Water Skiing Championship held at Long Beach, 

California, Dicksie jumped 95 feet, setting the women’s world record.  Later that year Dicksie, 

seen here in Cypress Gardens wearing the official 1963 United States Ski Team swimsuit, trav-

eled with the team to Vichy, France, where she placed fourth in the Women’s World Water 

Skiing Championship. 

An avid Beatles fan, Dicksie Hoyt was featured on ABC Wide World of Sports and CBS Sports 

Spectacular, and in Sports Illustrated.  She also graced the cover of American Water Ski maga-

zine.  She retired from skiing in 1966, then married Lieutenant Andrew B. Callen.  In 2000, the 

USA Water Ski and Wake Sports Foundation honored Dicksie with its Award of Distinction.  

She currently resides in Massachusetts.  GJ 
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Opposite, 1960s photographs of Dicksie Ann Hoyt, courtesy USA Water Ski & Wake Sports Foundation. 
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Above, Esther Hymer on left with Katharine Elkus White (center) and Nancy Butler,  President, AAUW-

Northern Monmouth Chapter, in 1983.  1983-06-049RBR.   

Below, Hymer is on the left with 1986 AAUW Esther Hymer Scholarship winner, Elaine Muldowny, and But-

ler, then President, Voluntary Action Center.  1986-06-005RBR.  Photograph by Catherine E. Couig.  Both 

photos, Red Bank Register Negative Collection, Monmouth County Archives. 
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Esther Hymer: Pioneer in the International Women’s Movement 

“Your untiring efforts influenced almost all the resolutions of the [UN] General Assembly and 

its subsidiary bodies which affect the status of women.”  Kofi Annan, 2008 

Esther Hymer (1898-2001) became renowned worldwide for helping women.  Born Esther 

Wanner in Chicago, her father Andrew manufactured printing presses and her mother Eliza-

beth, an arts patron, was active in social welfare through the Methodist church.   As a teenager, 

Esther taught Bible school to disadvantaged youth in the summers and worked with Jane Ad-

dams at Hull House.  After a B.A. (1920) from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, she did 

graduate work at Northwestern and Columbia, and in Switzerland.  In 1922, she married mining 

engineer Howard G. Hymer and, after many relocations, they settled in Shrewsbury in 1941.   

 

Active in the American Association for Women (AAUW) as a representative to the National 

Committee on the Cause and Cure of War (1934) and the National Committee on International 

Affairs (1935-1940), Hymer, for the former, organized round table discussions nationwide in 

1938, and continued serving when it became the Women’s Action Committee for Victory and 

Lasting Peace in 1943.  After she attended the 1945 United Nations organizational meeting in 

San Francisco, Hymer became the International Federation of Business and Professional Wom-

en’s technical advisor and represented it and other organizations to the UN for about 50 years.  

She long served on the UN’s Commission on the Status of Women and the board of the Nation-

al Council of Women.  Hymer proposed and, from 1975 to 1982, chaired, International Wom-

en’s Year and the Decade for Women.  Even into her 90s, she traveled to the UN by bus.  Lo-

cally, she volunteered with the YWCA and Girl Scouts and served on the Shrewsbury Planning 

Board.  GDS 
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Above, Mrs. Ilch with Ch. Laund Lector of 

Bellhaven, from Gayle Kaye, A Century of 

Collies.   

Right, trainer Mike Kennedy with Ch. 

Braegate Model of Bellhaven, from Gayle 

Kaye,  The Collie in America.   

Opposite page,  Laund Loyalty, courtesy 

Collie Club of America. 
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Florence Bell Ilch: Award Winning Collie Breeder 

Florence B. Ilch put Red Bank on the map of the dog world with her outstanding Collies.  For 

more than forty years on the Navesink River shore, Bellhaven Kennels produced and imported 

some of the country’s best dogs and still holds the records for the first Collie to win the Work-

ing Group, and the only Collie to win Best in Show (BIS) at the Westminster Dog Show in 

1929.  That dog, Laund Loyalty, remains the youngest of any breed to win BIS.  The blood-

lines of Bellhaven’s dogs still appear in the breed today. 

Ilch purchased three females to start her own kennel in 1921 from Alstead Kennels in Rahway.  

For her male, at the extraordinary price of $1,000, she purchased an 11-month-old puppy 

named Starbat Strongheart.  Strongheart won Best of Breed several times, and for many years, 

held the record for the most champion offspring.  With Strongheart came Mike Kennedy, his 

handler, shown here with Ch. Braegate Model of Bellhaven in 1943.  Kennedy’s skill for con-

ditioning, the special diet he developed, and his secret coat potion, kept Bellhaven’s dogs in 

top form.  He credited the landscape and climate of the Navesink shore as ideal for Collies, 

factors resulting in 136 champions. 

Jealous breeders caused trouble for Bellhaven.  In 1928, minutes before the judging, Ilch re-

ceived a fake telegram alleging that her son had been killed in an accident.  The following 

year, Ilch claimed that her BIS winner, Laund Loyalty, had been blinded by acid, an unproven 

allegation.  

Bellhaven ceased operation in 1966, with Kennedy’s retirement. He passed in 1979 and Ilch 

followed in 1982.  Today, the property is a town park, named after the estate.  MH 
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Above, cabinet card portraits of Sarah Patterson Johnson by William H. Stauffer, courtesy Sharon Patterson.  Below, Sandy Hook 

Lighthouse by Karen L. Schnitzspahn.  Opposite, Sandy Hook Lighthouse keeper salaries, 1860s, including Mrs. Johnson and her 

brother Charles W. Patterson, National Archives and Records Administration, courtesy Thomas J.  Hoffman, National Park Service. 
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Sarah Patterson Johnson: Assistant Lighthouse Keeper 

The women who served as lighthouse keepers in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries are 

now recognized as unsung heroes of their time.  Although the lonely and rigorous jobs were 

usually filled by men, a number of women held these positions, typically not by choice but out 

of necessity.  Wives often had to take over when their husbands died or became incapacitated, 

but a few women were government appointed.  A notable assistant keeper from Monmouth 

County, Sarah Patterson Johnson, tended the historic Sandy Hook Light alongside her brother, 

head keeper Charles Patterson, from 1864 to 1885.  

Born in Howell Township in 1832, Sarah Patterson married James L. Johnson when she was 

twenty-four. They had two children who died as infants and James died soon afterward.  On 

May 27, 1864, the  young widow became assistant keeper at Sandy Hook, probably on her 

brother’s recommendation.  When Charles resigned in 1885 Sarah also left the lighthouse and  

soon became an elementary school teacher at the U.S. Army Sandy Hook Proving Ground.  In 

1898, with the onset of the Spanish-American War, civilians were not allowed to work there 

and she had to leave.  Sarah spent her final years in Howell, where she owned land and died in 

1909. 

In her will, Sarah specified that her personal letters should be destroyed but nonetheless they 

survived.  Mary T. Rasa, a National Park Ranger and curator at Sandy Hook (2003-2009) and 

her interns transcribed them, revealing a treasure trove of details about Sarah Patterson John-

son’s remarkable life.  KLS 
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Above and opposite, New Jersey Legislature General Assembly.  “Report from the Special Committee addressing the peti-

tion of Harriet M. Lafetra requesting equality with men,” February 25, 1857.  New Jersey State Library. 

https://dspace.njstatelib.org/handle/10929/50477
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Harriet M. Lafetra: Women’s Rights Activist  

Harriet (Price) Lafetra, a Shrewsbury Quaker born in 1823, is remembered for her early demand 

for women’s rights.  In 1857, representing herself and other Monmouth County residents, she 

was probably the first to petition the New Jersey state legislature for equal rights for women.  

While the New Jersey Assembly agreed ‘that men and women alike suffer many evils,’ they 

concluded that they were not ready to revise the constitution of New Jersey, so as to “establish 

the legal equality of women with men.”  Nevertheless, Lafetra’s efforts helped raise a debate 

about gender equality.   

The Assemblymen proclaimed, “in intellectual capacities, moral worth, and excellencies, 

[woman] is often found to be our superior, and that in beauty and loveliness, and charms, we all 

are compelled to bow before her and acknowledge our inferiority.”  Yet they warned, “But 

man…has ever stood at the head of human government.…”  They cautioned that to stipulate 

equality would mean the “herculean” tasks of amending the constitution and opening “the door 

to all offices” to women.  It concluded, “whilst entertaining the highest respect and expressing 

the greatest confidence in lovely women,” they were compelled “to report adversely to the pray-

er of their petition.”  Lafetra, who married Joseph Preston Lafetra in 1844, remained childless, 

and in the early 1900s, according to the 1905 New Jersey census, was a widow living with her 

nephew Charles Moore, his 

wife, and their daughter Har-

riet, likely named after her.  

Lafetra died on April 15, 1906, 

at her home in Shrewsbury.  

She is buried with her husband 

at the Shrewsbury Quaker 

Cemetery.  MZ 
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Above, Madam Marie’s on the Asbury Park Boardwalk in 2014, by Karen L. Schnitzspahn.  Below, Madam 

Marie’s in August 1985 by Caroline E. Couig for the Red Bank Register, 1985-08-063aRBR, Monmouth County 

Archives.  Opposite, ad for Madam Marie’s, Asbury Park Press, July 16, 2003, 92. 



57 

 

Madam Marie:  Fortune-Teller 

When Bruce Springsteen made her name famous worldwide in 1973, “Madam Marie” Castello 

had already operated a thriving business on the Asbury Park Boardwalk for decades.  The lyrics 

in Springsteen’s 4th of July, Asbury Park (Sandy) include a line about her being “busted” by the 

police, but Marie Castello was probably never arrested.  In fact, she was well respected.  Born 

in Neptune City, she first opened her tiny booth known as The Temple of Knowledge in 1932 

while still in her teens.  Elite vacationers in evening gowns and tuxedos paid her to tell their 

fortunes.  Though they dressed well, despite the Great Depression, her customers sought reas-

surance that life would get better. 

By the 1960s-1970s, the clientele on the boardwalk had changed.  The mostly day tripper 

crowd was younger and casually clad.  Madam Marie reportedly told a fledgling musician 

(Springsteen) who spent time in front of her booth that his future looked “pretty good.”  Marie 

had concerns about the decline of tourism in Asbury Park and the future of her business.  But 

she predicted that the city would make a comeback and she was right.  

Marie, married for seventy years to Walter Castello, a car salesman, died in 2008 at the age of 

ninety-three.  Her granddaughters carried on the business and rebuilt the landmark shack after 

Superstorm Sandy in 2012.  The logo on the signs changed somewhat over the years but the one 

mystical eye remains.  Springsteen paid homage to Madam Marie on his website and comment-

ed: “The world has lost enough mystery as it is—we need our fortune-tellers.”  KLS 
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Above, June Methot sailing, courtesy Lee Ingram.    

Left, Methot holding trophy, 1950 Lightning Cham-

pionship, Monmouth Boat Club, courtesy Monmouth 

Boat Club.   

Below, Methot  holding trophy, 1964 Monmouth 

Boat Club Hall-Out Dinner, courtesy Monmouth 

Boat Club. 
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 June Methot: National Sailing Champion 

Skipper June Haywood Methot was born with sailing in her blood: she traced her ancestors back 

to 17th century Cape May whalers.  June was winning sailboat races as early as 1938, when the 

fifteen-year-old from Long Branch captured first place on the Navesink River. By the time 

Methot won the New Jersey State Lightning Class Championship in 1950 and again in 1955, 

she was one of the best skippers of Lightning sailboats in the country. 

The Lightning is a 19-foot centerboard sloop that carries a large spinnaker sail.  It is raced with 

a three-member crew.  Methot skippered her “Bon Gré” (from French, “Willingly”), then 

“Shantey” (variation of “chantey,” a sea song), and others to many titles, including the prestig-

ious Adams Cup in 1968.  The Adams Cup was a national sailing championship open to only 

women until 2011, when it became the United States Adult Sailing Championship, open to both 

sexes.  In 1968, the United States Sailing Association (also known as US Sailing) named Methot 

the “Rolex Yachtswoman of the Year.” 

A long-time member of the Monmouth Boat Club, Methot willingly shared her knowledge and 

love of sailing with its junior members.  The club authorized the “June Methot Trophy,” given 

annually to the most improved junior sailor.  She believed that women were superior as sailboat 

skippers, stating, “Women have a more delicate touch.  This enables them to get more out of a 

boat, and that’s the important thing.”  She found excitement and success in competitive sailing, 

proving that her light touch on the tiller created less drag, key to winning sailboat races.  

In addition to racing, Methot authored several books on local history, including Up and Down 

the River, about the Navesink.  She died in Middletown in 2003.  GJ 
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Whip Publishers, 1988. 

Methot, June.  Up & Down the Riv-

er.  Navesink, New Jersey: Whip 

Publishers, 1985. 

“Miss Methot Sold on Lightning As 

Best Sailboat on the Water.”  Asbury 

Park Press, August 28, 1955, 24. 

“Monmouth Boat Club’s Junior Sail-

ors Hold Awards Dinner.”  Red 

Bank Register, September 10, 1965, 

18. 

 

Right, June Methot, school portrait, 

courtesy Lee Ingram. 
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Top left, Maggie Mitchell by George Rockwood, 

carte-de-visite, c.1880, Gary D. Saretzky collec-

tion.  Others courtesy Karen L. Schnitzspahn.  

Upper right, Mitchell’s cottage, detail of stereo-

graph by G.W. Pach.  Bottom, advertising card, 

front and back.  Opposite, Mitchell in stereograph 

by Jeremiah Gurney, c.1870. 
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Maggie Mitchell: Performer and Entrepreneur 

One of the most beloved actresses of the nineteenth century, Maggie Mitchell never seemed to 

age.  Born in New York City, c.1837, the feisty performer played the title role in Fanchon the 

Cricket (based on a story by George Sand) for more than twenty years and earned the nick-

name of “The Merry Cricket.”  Margaret Julia Mitchell’s life centered around the stage, but she 

spent relaxing summers at Elberon where she reigned as unofficial queen of the Long Branch 

actors’ colony.  

Mitchell married her longtime beau, Harry Paddock, in 1868 and he became her manager.  

With their children, Fanchon and Harry, they summered in a cottage on the south side of Cedar 

Avenue.   In 1872, Maggie purchased the McVicker cottage near the southwest corner of Park 

and Norwood avenues (now Ocean Township).  This home, where she entertained celebrities, 

soon became known as “Cricket Lodge.”  In 1888, the couple divorced and the following year 

Maggie married her leading man, Charles Abbott. 

Although Mitchell gradually retired from acting, she produced plays and invested in real estate.  

The Abbotts enjoyed summers at Elberon and maintained a year-round apartment in Manhat-

tan.   After reportedly suffering a fall at Cricket Lodge in 1917, Maggie died at her New York 

home the following year. 

It is rumored that Mitchell was romantically involved with Lincoln’s assassin John Wilkes 

Booth.  Although she acted on stage with him early in her career, the relationship is doubtful.  

The great Ziegfeld Follies director Julian Mitchell (born c.1851), who lived in West Long 

Branch, was allegedly Maggie’s nephew or possibly her son from an early marriage.  KLS 

 

Durnell Collection, Long Branch Free Public Library. 

“Maggie Mitchell, ‘Fanchion,’ Dies at 81.”  New York Times, March 23, 1918, .   

McKay, F.E. and Charles E.L. Wingate, eds. Famous American Actors of Today.  New York: 

Thomas Y. Crowell & Company, 1896.   

Schnitzspahn, Karen.  Remarkable Women of the New Jersey Shore.  Charleston, South Caroli-

na: The History Press, 2015. 

Schnitzspahn, Karen.  Stars of the New Jersey Shore.  Atglen, Pennsylvania: Schiffer Publish-

ing, 2007. 
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Left, Molly Pitcher re-enactor, June 1978, 

Red Bank Register Negative Collection, 

Monmouth County Archives, 1978-06-

080RBR.   

Below, Rev. George Swain’s discourse 

mentioning Molly as possibly Mary Han-

na of Allentown, New Jersey, June 20, 

1876, courtesy John Fabiano.  Sarah 

Smith Stafford (see main caption) was 

Swain’s source.    

Opposite, Battle of Monmouth mural by 

Gerald Foster, 1936, on view at the Mon-

mouth County Library, Manalapan, pho-

tograph by Gary D. Saretzky. 
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Molly Pitcher: Revolutionary War Heroine 

Molly Pitcher is renowned for her heroism at the Battle of Monmouth on June 28, 1778, but her 

fame as the woman who fired a cannon after her husband fell came years later.  First mentioned 

in print in 1830, she was popularized in the 1850s, when writers and painters called her 

“Captain Molly” or “Sergeant Molly.”  By 1860, she became "Moll Pitcher" or "Molly Pitch-

er," referencing the story that she brought water to cool the cannon or refresh the soldiers.     

Molly was very likely Mrs. Mary (Molly) McCauley, who died in Carlisle, PA.  Her 1832 obi-

tuary stated that she had been married to a Revolutionary War artilleryman named Hays.  His-

torians found a John Hays married to a Mary Ludwig, and a Casper Hays at the Battle of Mon-

mouth.  They concluded that Casper and John must be the same man and that Mary Ludwig, of 

German origin, was Molly Pitcher.   

 

Earlier accounts that Mary McCauley was clearly Irish were ignored; Mary Ludwig’s descend-

ants took pride in their illustrious German American ancestor.  But by 1975, historian Samuel 

Stelle Smith determined that, at war’s end, Mary McCauley was married to a William Hays.  In 

a remarkable coincidence, both Casper and William Hays were artillerymen from Carlisle and 

both had wives named Mary.  But if Mrs. William Hays was not Mary Ludwig, who was she?  

A Trenton collector of Revolutionary War relics, Miss Sarah Smith Stafford (1800-1880) 

claimed that Molly was a Mary Hannah from Allentown, Upper Freehold. Stafford also 

claimed to own Molly’s own gown.  But Stafford’s reliability is questionable.  Molly’s origins 

remain an unsolved mystery.  

 

Since 1992, the Freehold Post Office has loaned Gerald Sargent Foster’s W.P.A. mural paint-

ing of Molly Pitcher to the Monmouth County Library.  GDS 

Martin, David G.  A Molly Pitcher Sourcebook.  Hightstown, New Jersey: Longstreet House, 

2003. 

Sarah Smith Stafford file, Trentoniana Collection, Trenton Free Public Library.  [Includes “The 

Old Lady of Revolutionary Fame,” clipping, source unknown, circa 1878-1879.] 

Saretzky, Gary D.  Searching for Molly Pitcher: An Exhibition.  Monmouth County Library, 

Manalapan, October 2001.  Monmouth County Archives. [Includes history and bibliography.] 

Smith, Samuel Stelle.  “The Search for Molly Pitcher.”  Daughters of the American Revolution 

Magazine, Volume 109 (April 1975), 292. 

“A Tale of ’76,” Washington Review and Examiner (Washington, Pennsylvania), 14:3 (May 

29, 1830), 1.  [Early published account of Molly Pitcher, not included in Martin’s  Source-

book.] 

 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Molly-Pitcher-2001-Exhibit.pdf
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Above, Alice Neel with Geza de Vegh, March 21, 1974.  Red Bank Register Negative Col-

lection, Monmouth County Archives.  1974-03-018RBR.   Published March 27 with a cap-

tion that read in part, “Alice Neel, 74-year-old New York portraitist and her friend Geza  

DeVegh looking at "Linda Nochlin and Daisey," an art historian from Vermont and her 

daughter whose portrait is part of a one-woman exhibit on view this week at the Old Mill 

Gallery, Tinton Falls, housed in Mr. DeVegh's home.” 
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Alice Neel: Portrait Painter 

Artist Alice Neel, who had major retrospectives at the Whitney Museum (1974) and the Georgia 

Museum of Art (1975), was a long-term, part-time Monmouth County resident.  With her par-

ents, she first summered in Belmar in 1934 and from 1935 in Spring Lake, where she spent 

summers until her death.  Born in 1900 and raised in the Philadelphia area, this “quintessential 

bohemian” grew up in a middle-class family.  Motivated to become an artist, she took night 

courses beginning in 1921 at what became Moore College of Art.  At a summer session at the 

Philadelphia Academy of Art, she met Carlos Enrique, a wealthy Cuban.  After their marriage 

in 1925, they moved to Havana where Neel had her first exhibition in 1927.  Relocating to New 

York, the couple lost their first daughter at age one to diphtheria.  In 1930, Carlos abandoned 

Neel, taking their second daughter with him.  Neel became a painter of the intelligentsia, had 

several more relationships, and raised two sons.  These sons eventually had families of their 

own and they all spent their summers with Alice in Spring Lake.   

With her children grown, beginning in the 1950s, Neel had time to do numerous portraits of lu-

minaries, including Andy Warhol, civil rights leader James Farmer, and scientist Linus Pauling.  

Her work was exclusively handled by the prestigious Robert Miller Gallery in New York.  In 

Monmouth, she befriended Geza de Vegh, owner of the Old Mill (later The Dam Site) in Tinton 

Falls, which he developed into a cultural center.  Neel painted his twin daughters and had shows 

at the Old Mill.  She continued working until the year of her death, 1984.  GDS 

 

Henry, Sara.  “Alice Neel, 1900-

1984” in Past and Promise: Lives 

of New Jersey Women.  Metuchen, 

New Jersey & London: Scarecrow 

Press, 1990, 366-368. 

Hills, Patricia.  Alice Neel.  New 

York: Harry N. Abrams, 1983. 

Jacobsen, Carol.  “Alice Neel, 

1900-1984; ‘Collector of Souls’ 

Honored by Museum on What 

Would Have Been 85th Birthday.”  

Asbury Park Press, January 13, 

1985, G1. 

 

 

 

Right, cover of Phoebe Hoban, 

Phoebe.  Alice Neel: The Art of Not 

Sitting Pretty.  New York: St. Mar-

tin’s Press, 2010. 
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Left, painted portrait, Middletown 

Township Public Library, photo by 

Randall Gabrielan.   

Below, aerial view of Neuberger 

home in Middletown, courtesy 

Monmouth County Parks System. 

58.436 SRA. 

Opposite, in an October 17, 1974 

photo, Katharine Neuberger, a 

member of the Republican National 

Committee, is on the left with 

Mary Louise Smith, Chair, Repub-

lican National Committee, the first 

woman elected chair.  Red Bank 

Register Negative Collection, Mon-

mouth County Archives.  1974-10-

070RBR.   
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Katharine Neuberger: Political Power with a Conscience 

Prominent public servant Katharine Alma Kridel was born in 1907 in New York to Jewish par-

ents.  She rose through the ranks following 1927 graduation from Barnard College as a political 

science major.  After Katharine married Harry H. Neuberger in 1929, they settled in New York, 

with dual residency after their 1933 purchase of Sunnyside Farm, Middletown, seen here. 

Geraldine Thompson, a mentor and lifelong friend, affiliated Neuberger with the Monmouth 

County Office for Social Services where, following her appointment in 1937, she served twen-

ty-two years on the board.  In 1940, Neuberger was appointed to the Board of Managers of the 

Clinton Reformatory for Women.  Serving on the parole committee exposed her to the prob-

lems of inmates and shaped her political philosophy, as she explained, “That’s why I am a lib-

eral.” 

Thompson secured Neuberger a seat on the New Jersey State Federation of Republican Women.  

After she attended her first GOP National Convention in 1952, Neuberger had the honor of 

nominating vice-presidential candidate Henry Cabot Lodge in 1960.  Neuberger became a lead-

ing voice in party circles, serving as New Jersey Republican National Committeewoman, 1961-

76, the last three years on the executive committee.  Declining to run for elected office, Neu-

berger in late-career served many years on the New Jersey State Board of Higher Education. 

The Neubergers, who regarded their Jewish background as a roadblock to social aspirations, 

became Episcopalians, a conversion kept a family secret for some time.  Katharine became a 

stalwart of Christ Church, Middletown, where her memorial service was held in 1982.  Sunny-

side Farm is now Monmouth County’s Sunnyside Recreation Area.  RG 

 

“Everett Farm Sold; New York Man Buys the Ernest Wadley Property.”  Red Bank Register, 

November 22, 1933, 12. 
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July 25, 1978, 3.  
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ter, October 18, 1974, 1.  Includes pho-
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Smith.  Monmouth County Archives, 

1974-10-070RBR. 

“Neuberger Eulogized as Committed 

and Devoted.”  Red Bank Register, Oc-
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Neuberger.”  Red Bank Register, Octo-

ber 17, 1982, A4. 

Wilson, Susie [neé Neuberger].  Still 
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thor, 2014. 
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Left, photograph by Ernest Walter Histed of 

Lillian Nordica as Isolde in Richard Wagner’s 

Tristan und Isolde, from Kobbé (see bibliog-

raphy on next page).   

Below, left, Nordica with her husband George 

W. Young at their home in Deal.  Town & 

Country, June 19, 1911, both courtesy Randall 

Gabrielan.   

Below, right, one of Nordica’s concert gowns.  

Opposite, Nordica as Brünnhilde in Wagner’s 

Der Ring des Nibelungen (The Ring of the 

Nibelung) painted by Samuel Burtis Baker in 

1910, both courtesy The Metropolitan Opera. 
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Lillian Nordica: Opera Diva with Marital Drama 

Lillian Allen Norton, born 1857 at Farmington, Maine, studied at the New England Conserva-

tory, Boston.  After graduation and public appearances, Lillian studied in Milan, where she 

made her debut in 1879 in Don Giovanni, and was bestowed the stage name “Nordica.”  She 

performed next in Russia and Paris and later at the Royal Opera House, London. 

Nordica made her New York debut in 1883 at the Academy of Music, a rival of the Metropoli-

tan Opera, with which she later became closely associated, giving 394 performances from 1891 

to 1909.  With an enormous voice well-suited for dramatic roles, Nordica enjoyed her greatest 

overseas success at Bayreuth, Germany, initially as Elsa in Lohengrin in 1894.  In 1898, she 

debuted the Brunhilde role at the Met, pictured in the displayed 1910 painting. 

Nordica’s domestic life was punctuated by drama comparable to operas. While divorce pro-

ceedings with Frederick Gower were underway, he disappeared, likely killed in a balloon acci-

dent.  An estate struggle ensued.  Nordica, who married Hungarian tenor Zoltan Doeme in 

1896, was threatened by him with violence while divorcing.  After protracted rumors, Nordica 

then married financier George Young in 1909.  The New York based couple established a sec-

ond residence in Deal where they celebrated in a ballyhooed party at a home ostensibly built 

for her; Young retained the title.  Nordica, 

her health and career fading, became ship-

wrecked while on a farewell world tour in 

1914.  While attempting to convalesce 

from the ordeal, she executed a will that 

cut out Young, whom she earlier had lent 

$400,000.  She died on May 10, 1914, in 

Batavia, Java.  Young’s lengthy attempt to 

overturn the will was unsuccessful.  RG 
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can.”  Chicago Daily Tribune, February, 5, 

1884, 8. 

Glackens, Ira.  Yankee Diva—Lillian Nor-

dica and the Golden Days of Opera.  New 

York: Coleridge Press, 1963. 

Kobbé, Gustav.  Wagner’s Music-Dramas 
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New York Times, May 11, 1914, 11.  

Town & Country, June 19, 1911.  [Includes 
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Left, cover of Leslie Frewin, The 

Late Dorothy Parker: The First 

Complete Biography of America’s 

Wittiest Woman.  New York: Mac-

millan, 1986.   

Below, plaque at Dorothy Parker’s 

birthplace site in West End, Long 

Branch, photo by Randall Gabrielan.   

Opposite, first day cover with Doro-

thy Parker 29-cent postage stamp, 

issued August 22, 1992, courtesy 

Gary D. Saretzky. 
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Dorothy Parker: Writer and Literary Critic 

Dorothy Parker’s premature birth on August 22, 1893, at the 732 Ocean Avenue, West End, 

Long Branch summer home of her parents, the Jacob Henry Rothschilds, made her a New Jer-

sey native.  While this quintessential New Yorker did not fondly embrace her Garden State 

origins, the birth site of one of America’s celebrated women writers of her generation is com-

memorated on the Friends of Libraries USA Literary Landmarks Register with an interpretive 

plaque. 

Parker specialized in criticism, verse, and the short story, but is arguably best known for her 

satirical, biting and often caustic humor.  Closely identified with the Algonquin Round Table, 

a gathering of the sharp, clever, and witty who met at that New York hotel, she held prominent 

positions at Vanity Fair and the New Yorker. Established early under her maiden name, she 

married Edwin Pond Parker II in 1917 and retained his surname after their 1922 separation 

and eventual divorce.  While much of Parker’s best work was produced about that time, in the 

1920s struggles with depression and alcoholism emerged. Parker married a younger actor, 

Alan Campbell, in 1934.  After the pair departed for Hollywood to pursue screenwriting, 

Parker’s output diminished. 

Parker’s two great loves were her dogs and martinis, taking the former everywhere despite “no 

animal” constraints.  She had long-been an advocate of liberal causes, although not civil rights 

matters. Parker died in 1967 with no known survivors, leaving her modest estate, including 

copyrights, to Martin Luther King, instructing that they be conveyed to the NAACP.  Honored 

with a Literary Arts postage stamp, the August 22, 1992, First Day of Issue ceremonies were 

held in West End Park near her birth site.  RG 
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Above, 1905 Sanborn insur-

ance map, Asbury Park, 

showing location of Lyric 

Hall and Garden on Spring-

wood Avenue, which runs 

along the bottom of the 

map.  Courtesy Princeton 

University Libraries.   

Right, first page of letter 

requesting leniency in sen-

tencing of Kate Patterson’s 

husband Frank, February 6, 

1906, on Lyric Hall and 

Garden stationery, showing 

Kate Patterson as both 

Treasurer and performer Te-

Wan-Ka.  The letter is from 

the white owner, whose 

signature (not shown here) 

is illegible.  Frank was sen-

tenced to 18 months for 

Atrocious Assault on a cus-

tomer, who also asked the 

judge for leniency.  State vs. 

W. Frank Patterson, Court 

of General Quarter Ses-

sions, 1905-1907.  Mon-

mouth County Archives.   

Opposite, portrait of Patter-

son from “Expressional 

Power of the Colored 

Race.”  Werner's Magazine,  

26 (1901): 471. 
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Kate A. Patterson: “Te-Wan-Ka” 

Described as “the only female Humo-artiste,” Kate Patterson toured from the late 1890s to 1913 

as “Te-Wan-Ka, the Indian Elocutionist,” although she was African American.  Also a musi-

cian, Patterson recited literary works in New York, Asbury Park, and south to Virginia.  Her 

photo is from a 1901 national survey of prominent black cultural leaders.   

 

Born in 1867 in Princeton as Catherine A. Scudder, Kate trained with Stephen G. Peabody, a 

retired Princeton University Professor of Elocution.  In 1882, she married Edward Davis, with 

whom she had four daughters by 1888.  Kate then wed black journalist W. Frank Patterson of 

Belmar, publisher of W. Frank Patterson’s Weekly, edited by Kate in 1899.  In 1900, her son-in-

law slashed them, severely injuring Kate’s right hand and blinding Frank in one eye.  Frank be-

came manager in 1903 of Lyric Hall & Garden, Springwood Avenue, Asbury Park, described 

on its letterhead as “the largest Afro-American Amusement Resort in America.”  Kate per-

formed there and served as its treasurer.   
 

Kate’s popular repertoire, also performed by many other elocutionists, included “The Chariot 

Race” from Ben Hur; Owen Meredith’s poem “Aux Italiens,” in which the speaker, accompa-

nied by music, recalls his first love while watching Verdi’s Il Trovatore; “How Ruby Played” 

concerning pianist Anton Rubinstein; and “Zingarella,” about a dark Spanish gypsy girl who 

fights a lion.  Probably only for black spectators, she did the melodramatic “Pilot’s Story,” 

about a master who sells his mulatto lover to a gambler.  In churches, she alternated on the pro-

gram with Fowler’s Jubilee Singers.  Kate Patterson died in 1935 and was buried in White 

Ridge Cemetery, Eatontown.  GDS 
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Top, Helen C. Phillips from dust jacket of her book, Red Bank on the Navesink.  Red Bank, New Jer-

sey: Caesarea Press, 1977.  Above, Fort Monmouth Traditions Committee.  Left to right: Major Glenn 

S. Steward, J.P. Hoffman, Lt. Col. Melvyn W. Fuller, Lt. Col. Ted J. Palik, Col. R.I. Ulans, Col. Ray-

mond H. Bates, Chairman; Col. Murray A. Little, former Chairman; Col. Leonard Draze, Col. Robert 

C. Barthle, Col. Walter C. Ellis (United States Army, Ret.), James A. McClung,  William M. Myers, 

and Miss Helen C. Phillips, Secretary, September 14, 1962. Courtesy U.S. Army Communications-

Electronics Command Historical Office, as is Phillips at Fort Monmouth, opposite. 
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Helen C. Phillips: Historian 

A local historian recognized in The World Who’s Who of Women and the Dictionary of Interna-

tional Biography, Helen C. Phillips was born c.1904 in Bridgeton, New Jersey.  She soon 

moved with her family to 146 Maple Avenue in Red Bank, where she would live for much of 

the rest of her life—and where her love affair with Monmouth County began!  

Phillips attended Star of the Sea Academy in Long Branch before earning a bachelor’s degree 

in education from the College of St. Elizabeth in 1923 and an M.A. from Columbia in 1944.  

Later, she received certificates from Harvard and Oxford universities, and an honorary doctor-

ate from the College of St. Elizabeth.  The last was awarded in appreciation for her donation of 

1,000 rare books and 600 rare maps and atlases, valued at $250,000 in 1969.  

Early in her career, Phillips held numerous teaching and supervisory positions in schools in Ita-

ly and throughout New Jersey, including Rumson.  Phillips edited the 360-page History of 

Rumson (1944), written substantially by her 22 high school History and Civics students.  In 

1952, she became chief of the Museum and Historical Office at Fort Monmouth.  She was pro-

moted in 1954 to founding director, U.S. Army Signal Corps Museum at Fort Monmouth.  It 

was, at the time, considered the largest communications museum in America.  She served in 

that capacity until 1967.  

Among other publications, Phillips authored Fort Monmouth: History and Place Names (1954), 

U.S. Army Signal Center and School: 1919-1967 (1967), and Red Bank on the Navesink (1977).  

A member of many professional organizations, Phillips died in 1981 at 77 years of age.  MZ 
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Left, Dorothy Toland by Bruno of Holly-

wood, 1940s.  Below, Dorothy Pons holding 

award from Dance Masters of America in 

front of her home and studio, 201 E. Bergen 

Street, Red Bank, August 30, 1983.  Red 

Bank Register Negative Collection, Mon-

mouth County Archives.  1983-08-180RBR.  

Photograph by Kenneth F. Irby, variant pub-

lished September 13, 1983.  Bottom, same 

source, in preparation for a dance concert at 

the Monmouth Arts Center, Pons dances with 

students, February 1, 1983.  1983-02-

005RBR.  Photograph by Carl Forino, pub-

lished February 6, 1983.   

Opposite, ad in the Red Bank Register, De-

cember 23, 1948, 11.  Monmouth County 

Archives. 
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Dorothy Toland Pons:  Dance Instructor 

The musically gifted Dorothy Peaslack first danced professionally at the age of six.  She was 

born in 1922 in Washington, DC, where her father was leader of the U.S. Army Band.  Dorothy 

performed clarinet solos with his band when she was eight.  She also played piano and flute, 

but it was dancing that would become her lifelong passion.  At her Red Bank dance studio, 

Dorothy trained aspiring performers for over forty years.   

In 1943, Dorothy married Army officer John Toland in Florida.  Soon after WWII, John 

worked for Special Services as director of entertainment at Fort Monmouth and Dorothy ap-

peared in his shows.  The couple and their two young daughters settled in Red Bank.  In 1948, 

they opened a studio in their home, seen here, at 201 East Bergen Place.  Dorothy offered clas-

ses in ballet, toe, tap, and acrobatics while John taught dramatic arts and managed the business.  

For a while they operated a second studio in Asbury Park.  The couple divorced but Dorothy 

continued to teach dancing.  John devoted more time to writing and achieved fame as a bestsel-

ling historian who won the Pulitzer Prize in 1971 for The Rising Sun.  In 1966, Dorothy mar-

ried Don Carlos Pons, a dancer from Long Beach, New York, who opened a jewelry and clock 

shop in Fair Haven.  

Over decades, Pons instructed countless local children and choreographed spectacular recitals.  

She also taught dance at Brookdale Community College in the 1970s-1980s and was prominent 

in Dance Masters of America.  Glamorous even in her later years, Pons died after a brief illness 

at the age of ninety-five.  KLS 

 

Clark, Mary Christian, Marketing Manag-
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Left, Priscilla B. Ransohoff, Ph.D., cour-

tesy U.S. Army CECOM Historical Of-

fice.  Below and opposite, photographs 

from the Red Bank Register Negative 

Collection, Monmouth County Archives.   

Below, Ransohoff with Arthur Z. Kamin, 

former editor of the Register, receiving 

Angel Awards from the Monmouth Cen-

ter for Vocational Rehabilitation, of 

which Ransohoff was a founder, on April 

16, 1985.  1985-04-088RBR (detail of 

photo by Carl Andrews).  Story pub-

lished in the Register, April 24, 1985, 

11A.   

Opposite, Ransohoff on July 7, 1975, 

unpublished.  1975-07-028RBR. 
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Priscilla Ransohoff: Equal Employment Opportunity Advocate 

Widely respected for her efforts to promote women’s equality in the workplace, Priscilla Bur-

nett (1912-1992) was the daughter of a U.S. Steel vice-president and enjoyed a privileged 

childhood in Pittsburgh.  After attending private schools, she studied physical therapy at Sim-

mons College (now University) in Boston before earning a bachelor’s degree in education from 

the University of Pittsburgh in 1940.  Burnett taught at the University of Pittsburgh until com-

ing to Fort Monmouth during World War II.  She began her government career teaching ele-

mentary electricity.  She planned to return to Pittsburgh after the war, but met Dr. Nicholas 

Ransohoff at Monmouth Memorial Hospital in Long Branch, married, and settled there.  After 

his death in 1951 at the age of 55, Priscilla earned both a master’s degree and doctorate in edu-

cation administration and psychology from Columbia University.  She started her own manage-

ment consulting firm and taught part-time.  

After retiring from consulting, Ransohoff returned to Fort Monmouth in 1964 and held numer-

ous positions, including education advisor to the Deputy for Laboratories, U.S. Army Electron-

ics Command and, concurrently, taught at Brookdale Community and Ocean County colleges.  

A champion of equality in the federal workplace, Ransohoff received the Department of the 

Army's Equal Employment Opportunity Award and was the first recipient of the Army Materi-

el Command Action Award for “promoting the goals of the AMC toward the advancement of 

equal employment opportunity.”  She founded the Molly Pitcher Chapter of the International 

Toastmistress Clubs and established the Federally Employed Women’s (FEW) program at Fort 

Monmouth.  MZ 

 

Dr. Priscilla Ransohoff biography file, 

U.S. Army Communications-

Electronics Command Historical Of-

fice, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Mary-

land.  

“Dr. Ransohoff Asked to Serve on 

Women’s Committee Meeting.”  The 

Monmouth Message, February 9, 1977, 

10.  

“Dr. Ransohoff Named as EEO Repre-

sentative.”  The Monmouth Message, 

September 26, 1968, 1.  

Duff, Marilyn.  “Zonta Club Honors 

Achiever.”  Red Bank Register, March 

30, 1990, 12. 

“Federally Employed Women Chapter 

Formed at Fort.”  The Monmouth Mes-

sage, December 4, 1969, 1. 
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Left, c.1870s-1880s portrait pho-

tograph of Caroline Gallup Reed, 

courtesy Monmouth County His-

torical Association.   

Below, 1889 road return map 

showing Reed’s property in Lo-

cust, Middletown Township.   

Opposite, Certificate of Incorpo-

ration for Monmouth County His-

torical Association, 1899, Incor-

poration Book D, 1.  Map and 

certificate, Monmouth County 

Archives.   
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Caroline Gallup Reed: Founder of MCHA 

Caroline Gallup Reed, born on August 5, 1821 in Berne, Albany County, New York, founded 

Mrs. Sylvanus Reed’s Boarding and Day School for Young Ladies in 1864.  The school, locat-

ed at 6-8 East 53rd Street, New York, elevated her to a high rank in private education.  Profita-

ble operation enabled Reed to amass considerable personal wealth.  At Reed’s retirement in 

1894, she turned the school over to a group of nuns affiliated with the Church of England. 

Summering in Middletown Township, Reed linked her New York educational and Monmouth 

charitable ventures.  The Reed Alumnae League sponsored the Chapel Hill Fresh Air Mission 

which operated the Eunice Home that provided summer vacations for needy urban children.  

Later Reed became the driving force for the organization of the Monmouth County Historical 

Association (MCHA).  She also built “Reedmont,” a well-preserved family compound located 

in Locust, on the Navesink River and its overlooking hills. 

The Association was established at her home, largely by a group of friends and neighbors from 

Locust and Rumson Neck, on October 12, 1898, shortly before Reed’s planned trip to China.  

The roll of charter members, 

led by Reed, was kept open 

for some time to attract wide 

support.  Their first meeting 

as a formally incorporated 

society was held on June 29, 

1899, in Red Bank.  The As-

sociation leased space there 

for its first home, although 

plans announced in 1919 to 

build a permanent home in 

Red Bank were unfulfilled.  

Reed died in 1914; her legacy 

attained permanence with the 

1931 opening of MCHA 

headquarters at 70 Court 

Street, Freehold.  RG 

Leonard, William J.  

“Organization of Historical 

Association,” et al.  Red Bank 

Register, November 25, De-

cember 2, 9, and 30, 1937. 

“Sisters of the Church.”  Los 

Angeles Times, July 1, 1894, 

18. 

“$21,000 Trust Turned Over 

to Fresh Air Fund.”  New 

York Herald-Tribune, August 

27, 1946, 19. 

Reed, Sylvanus A.  The Life 

of Caroline Gallup Reed.  

New York: privately printed, 

1931. 
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Ann Reimers photographs, all courtesy of her daughter, Judy Voehle.  Above right, playing a Hammond organ.  

Below, with The Stardusters.  Opposite, with the Wonder Bar Band. 
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Ahna Loehr Tesche Parker Reimers: Pianist 

“I fell in love with the piano as a child.”  

At an early age, Ahna (Ann) Loehr of Elizabeth, New Jersey, learned to play the piano from 

her mother, who was self-taught and could play by ear.  As a teen, Ahna continued her training 

under concert pianist Fritz Reimer.  She married Carl Tesche in 1939 and relocated to Mon-

mouth County, where she joined Tesche’s band, The Stardusters.  With Carl on bass, Ahna on 

piano, Joe Fontana on guitar, and all three doing vocals, the Stardusters trio, seen here, played 

nightly in the Anchor Room at the Lake Park Hotel in Asbury Park.  Local radio station WJLK 

aired their live performances every Saturday night.  The Stardusters also played clubs through-

out New Jersey and New York.   

In the 1960’s, Carl and Ann owned and operated the Wonder Bar on Ocean Avenue (where 

The Unknowns, formerly featuring lead singer and current Monmouth County Archives em-

ployee Frank DiSpigna, still perform).  Ann played the Hammond organ for singalongs.  They 

booked local talents and played music from Roaring ‘20s, Gay ‘90s, Dixieland jazz, ragtime 

banjo, barbershop quartets, and folk rock.  For about 13 years during the off seasons, Carl and 

Ann entertained passengers aboard a Greek cruise ship until Carl passed in 1976. 

Ahna played keyboard all her life and survived three husbands.  In her later years, she volun-

teered to play the piano in the atrium at a hospital in Brick, Ocean County.  There, Ahna played 

mild, soothing songs and commented, “I always do ‘Stardust,’ it’s such a beautiful tune.”  She 

died at age 97 in 2013.  GJ 

“Ahna Loehr Tesche Parker Reimers.”  [Obituary], Asbury Park Press, August 7, 2013, A12. 

Picard, Joseph.  “Volunteer’s piano melodies sweeten visits to hospital.”  Asbury Park Press, 

October 2, 2005, C1. 
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 Restelle Richardson Revey and her husband Johnson Revey.  Above, courtesy Neptune Public Library 

and opposite, Monmouth County Historical Association. 
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Restelle Richardson Revey: Sand Hill Indian Community Activist 

Restelle Richardson Revey and her husband Johnson Revey were described as “prominent and 

public-spirited people of the community who had an interest in the improvement of community 

life.”  Restelle’s grandson, Jim “Lone Bear” Revey, remembered his grandmother as an expert 

seamstress and beading craftsperson, making traditional American Indian articles.  She encour-

aged awareness of her Indian heritage, and always valued a community way of life. 

Restelle’s mother Elizabeth was of Delaware Indian and Dutch descent; Restelle’s father, Isaac 

R. Richardson, descended from the Cherokees and Delawares.  Restelle was the eighth child of 

the marriage, born in 1866 or 1867 near Eatontown. The Revey and Richardson families were 

part of the Sand Hill band of Indians of Monmouth County. 

In 1900, a few years after her marriage, Mrs. Revey purchased a large house at 1115 Spring-

wood Avenue in Asbury Park, where she offered lodging near the Lyric Hall & Garden, the 

large African American entertainment center.  Also known as Aunt Del, she hosted a pancake 

breakfast for a hundred guests to raise funds to provide coal for the Saint Augustine Episcopal 

Church. 

In 1927, Restelle and her husband were among the founding directors of the Clio Welfare & 

Community Centre in Harlem, founded for the betterment of children.  When it filed for incor-

poration, Restelle was listed as secretary and Johnson as vice president.  At the time, they lived 

nearby at 278 West 127th Street, 

where they held rummage sales to 

raise funds.  The Reveys used the 

funds to supply Christmas gifts 

and free boat rides to the local 

children.  

After an eventful life of commu-

nity service, Restelle Revey died 

in 1939 in New York.  GJ 

Garland, Claire and Carole Clarke 

(Restelle Revey’s great-grand-

daughters), Email correspondence 

to George Joynson, 2019. 

“Gave Pancake Sociable.”  As-

bury Park Press, November 17, 

1910, 2. 

Goodrich, Margaret T. and Sheila 

Cowing.  “Restelle Elizabeth 

Richardson Revey, 1866-1939.”  

Past and Promise Lives of New 

Jersey Women.  The Women’s 

Project of New Jersey, Inc. Metu-

chen, New Jersey and London: 

The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1990, 

187. 

“New Community Center to Be 

Opened In Harlem.”  New York 

Age, December 24, 1927, 10. 
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Right, Louise Rosskam at home in Roosevelt 

with her Rolleiflex, 2000, by Gary D. Saretzky.  

Library System: Oral History Collection, Mon-

mouth County Archives.  Below left, Edwin 

Rosskam, Edwin and Louise Rosskam examin-

ing photographic print in tray, c.1938.  Library 

of Congress.  Below right, Louise Rosskam,  

barn, at abandoned farm, barn, Gordon Road 

between Nurko Road and Perrineville Road, 

1980s.  Louise Rosskam Collection, Monmouth 

County Archives.  Opposite, front and back 

covers of  Katzman and Brannan’s monograph 

on Rosskam (see bibliography on next page). 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/other-county-records/library-system-oral-history-collection-1999-2000/
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Louise Rosskam: Documentary Photographer (1910-2003) 

Louise Rosskam, along with her husband Edwin, helped shape the documentary aesthetic in 

photography.  Born in 1910, Louise Rosenbaum grew up in Philadelphia in a large, brainy, 

high achieving, and prosperous family.  Her Hungarian father owned a Jewish immigrant bank 

and founded the Rodeph Shalom synagogue.  Louise majored in biology at the University of 

Pennsylvania, then worked as a genetics researcher.  In 1936, she married Philadelphian Edwin 

Rosskam, a writer, painter, and photographer.  They published documentary photography 

books on San Francisco and Washington, DC, the latter where in 1939, Edwin was hired by 

Roy Stryker at the Farm Security Administration (FSA).  Stryker also employed Ben Shahn, 

Dorothea Lange, Walker Evans, and other highly regarded photographers.  The Library of 

Congress’ FSA file now contains photos by both Rosskams.  Meanwhile, Louise became a free

-lance photographer.  When Stryker left for Standard Oil in 1943 to develop another major 

photo archive, he hired her and Edwin.  They photographed customs; recreational activities; 

social institutions such as family, government, social and religious organizations; and work—

working methods, the interaction of workers with each other and employers, and the physical 

structure of work places.  Their travels led to their acclaimed Towboat River (1947), about 

towboat workers on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers.  The couple then spent more than five 

years at the Puerto Rico Office of Information, developing an FSA-type file, before settling 

permanently in Roosevelt, Monmouth County, in 1953, where they raised their two daughters. 

In the 1980s, Louise photographed the decaying farm buildings and encroaching housing de-

velopments threatening the rural character of Monmouth and nearby counties.  A major mono-

graph accompanied her retrospective at American University in 2011.  GDS 

 

Fisher, Andrea.  Let Us Now Praise Famous Women: Women Photographers for the U.S. Gov-

ernment, 1935 to 1944.  London & New York: Pandora Press, 1987. 

Katzman, Laura and Beverly W. Brannan.  Re-Viewing Documentary: The Photographic Life 

of Louise Rosskam.  Washington, DC: American University, 2011.  Revised edition, 2014. Dis-

tributed by Penn State University Press. 

Louise Rosskam Collection, 1980s-2003.  Guide.  Monmouth County Archives. 

Rosskam, Louise.  Oral History Interview, March 24, 2000, by Gary D. Saretzky, for Remem-

bering the Twentieth Century: An Oral History of Monmouth County.  Monmouth County Li-

brary. 

Saretzky, Gary D.  "Bliss on the Old Miss: The Rosskams and Towboat River."  The Photo Re-

view, 24:1 & 2 (Winter/

Spring 2001), 6-16, 33-

34. 

Saretzky, Gary D.  

“Louise Rosskam: Docu-

mentary Photographer,” 

New Jersey Studies: An 

Interdiciplinary Journal, 

5:2 (Summer 2019). 

Saretzky, Gary D. “New 

Jersey in Transition: 

Louise Rosskam’s Barn 

Photographs.”  New Jer-

sey History, 12:1-4 

(2003), 83-92. 

 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/special-collections/louise-rosskam-collection-1980s-2013/
http://www.visitmonmouth.com/oralhistory/bios/RosskamLouise.htm
https://njs.libraries.rutgers.edu/index.php/njs/index
https://njs.libraries.rutgers.edu/index.php/njs/index
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Left, Keyport’s Therese Walling Seabrook 

(1821-1899), c.1880.  Below, “The Nut-

shell,” home of Therese’s granddaughter, 

Vera Conover (1896-1977), December 1952.   

Both, Elsalyn Palmisano Women’s History 

Papers, Monmouth County Archives.   

Opposite,  Annie Seabrook Conover (1852-

1943) and daughter Vera Conover, c.1930.  

Courtesy, Keyport Historical Society. 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/special-collections/elsalyn-palmisano-womens-history/
https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/special-collections/elsalyn-palmisano-womens-history/
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The Seabrook Women: Three Generations of Public Spirit 

Keyport still benefits from the efforts of Therese Walling Seabrook, Annie Seabrook Conover, 

and Vera Conover, three generations descended from Penelope Stout that helped establish the 

town and several enduring organizations.  Therese Walling (1821-1899) came to Keyport in 

1832 with her parents, Catherine (Aumack) and Leonard Walling, two years after the town’s 

founding.  Therese (portrait shown here), became the unofficial historian of Keyport.  At still-

extant Seabrook Hill, the home she shared with husband Henry H. Seabrook, at 162 West Front 

Street, she hosted many meetings.  Therese was the Honorary President of the Monmouth 

County Suffrage Society, a founder of the Keyport Chapter, Women’s Christian Temperance 

Union, and an active member of the Keyport Baptist Church and its various charitable groups.  

She was a delegate to both the National W.C.T.U. Convention and the National Woman Suf-

frage Association.  Walling Terrace and Therese Avenue in Keyport are named for her. 

Therese’s daughter, Annie Seabrook Conover (1852-1943) attended Freehold Young Ladies 

Seminary and married William L. Conover in 1877.  In 1892, she co-founded the Keyport Liter-

ary Club, which still exists.  She was active in the Keyport Lyceum, which became the Keyport 

Public Library.  Annie organized the Ladies Aid Missionary Society of the First Baptist Church, 

and was an active member of the Keyport W.C.T.U. and the New Jersey Federation of Wom-

en’s Clubs.  Her house remains at 141 Main Street. 

Keyport town historian Vera Conover (1896-1977), seen here with her mother Annie, founded 

the Keyport Historical Society.  She worked as recording secretary for the Keyport Chamber of 

Commerce and the Keyport Business-

man’s Association.  In 1976, she re-

vealed the new Bicentennial Monu-

ment in Fireman’s Park.  Vera sup-

ported the Missionary Society of the 

First Baptist Church and the Keyport 

Literary Society.  Her house, The Nut-

shell, is at 138 Main Street.  MH 

 

Brown, Josephine A.  “Keyport A 

Century Old: Mrs. Therese Walling 

Seabrook.”  Matawan Journal, De-

cember 5, 1930, 4. 

 

Kanarkowski, Ed.  “Keyport Historian 

Pulls Together the Forgotten Facts of 

Bygone Days.”  Red Bank Register, 

April 16, 1976, 9. 

“Mrs. Conover is Dead at 91.”  Asbury 

Park Press, December 30, 1943, 1. 

“Obituary: Mrs. Therese W. Sea-

brook.”  Keyport Weekly, October 14, 

1899, 3. 
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Above, Bernarda Shahn, “A mule and a plow--

Resettlement Administration--Small loans give farm-

ers a new start.”  [Poster, 1935-1937.  Printed 1945.]  

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Divi-

sion.  Digital ID ppmsca.05986.   

Above, Ben and Bernarda Shahn, courtesy Jean  

(Mrs. Jonathan) Shahn.  Right, Bernarda Shahn, 

c.1990, by Louis H. Draper, courtesy Nell Win-

ston Draper, Louis H. Draper Preservation Trust.   

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.05986
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Bernarda Bryson Shahn: Artist and Writer (1903-2004) 

Born in Ohio, Bernarda Bryson grew up with what she called “vocational schizophrenia” ̶ equal 

affinities for writing and book illustration, encouraged by her intellectually stimulating parents.    

Her father edited the Athens Morning Journal; her mother was a university Latin professor.  

Bernarda studied history, etching, and lithography, then worked as an art teacher and authored 

an art column for the Ohio State Journal.  For the latter, she penned a long piece about the 

painter Ben Shahn, after seeing his painting of Sacco and Vanzetti.  She then visited New York 

to interview muralist Diego Rivera, who introduced her to Shahn.  Bernarda soon decided to 

move to the metropolis, where she and Ben became life partners and sometimes worked togeth-

er.  They married shortly before Ben died in 1969. 

During the Great Depression, for the New Deal’s Resettlement Administration (RA), Ben did 

both painting and photography and Bernarda made lithographs, such as the illustrated poster.  

One of the RA model communities was Jersey Homesteads in Monmouth County; Ben, assisted 

by Bernarda, painted the famous large fresco that still graces its elementary school.  They 

moved to the town, renamed Roosevelt in November 1945 after the President’s death, and at-

tracted other artists and photographers, including the Rosskams, to settle there.   

While Bernarda and Ben raised their three children, she produced magazine illustrations, and 

wrote and/or illustrated children’s books, including The Sun Is a Golden Earring (1962) and 

Gilgamesh (1967).  She also produced the monograph, Ben Shahn, 1898-1969 (1972).  Vigor-

ous throughout her nineties, Bernarda became highly respected for her oil paintings, now in the 

Whitney Museum of Art and other prestigious institutions.  Photographer Lou Draper made 

Bernarda’s somber portrait, seen here, for his New Jersey Artists series.  GDS 

 

Fox, Margalit.  “Bernarda Bryson Shahn, Painter, Dies at 101.”  New York Times, December 

16, 2004, A41. 

O’Reilly, Margaret, ed.  Louis H. Draper: Selected Photographs.  West Windsor, New Jersey: 

Booksmart Studio & Mercer County Community College, 2015.  [After Draper’s death in 2002, 

Bernarda Shahn donated one of her large paintings to a fundraiser for the printing of this book, 

which includes her portrait, and to establish a scholarship at MCCC.]   

“Shahn Murals in Bronx Post Office to Be Saved.”  December 2013 Update.  New York Land-

marks Conservancy. [Concerns 13 murals by Ben and Bernarda Shahn at the Bronx General 

Post Office.  Although the building was sold, the murals were preserved after being given New 

York City Landmark status.] 

“Oral History Interview with 

Bernarda Bryson Shahn, 

1983, April 29.”  Smithson-

ian Archives of American 

Art.  

 

Right, cover of Natalia M. Belt-

ing, The Sun Is a Golden Earring, 

illustrated by Bernarda Shahn.  

New York: Holt, Rinehart & Win-

ston, 1962. 

http://www.nylandmarks.org/advocacy/preservation_issues/working_to_save_important_bronx_wpa_murals
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-bernarda-bryson-shahn-11655
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-bernarda-bryson-shahn-11655
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-bernarda-bryson-shahn-11655
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Above, Richard Stout, Sr., and wife Penelope to Thomas Snawsell, Sr.  Deed, October 7, 1684.  Book B, 6.  ABC 

Book, Part 3, Folder 200.  Deed Books, Monmouth County Archives.   

 

Opposite, commemorative Penelope Stout coin, 1970s, designed by Don de Lue.  Public domain image.  The recto 

(left), depicts the scene of Penelope's rescue by an old Indian chief after surviving a shipwreck and the ensuing 

attack on the beach by the indigenous inhabitants, after being abandoned by their fellow shipmates.  The verso 

depicts Penelope, holding her child, after she was brought to Fort Amsterdam and returned to Monmouth with her 

second husband Richard Stout.  Here the old chief warns Penelope and Richard about a planned attack. 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/deeds-1665-1955/
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Penelope Stout: First Lady of Middletown 

Regardless of how much of Penelope Stout’s fascinating story is myth, Penelope has become 

Monmouth County’s most renowned early European woman settler. Her saga, handed down by 

her many descendants, was first published in 1765.  Although several versions have since 

emerged, it has been told and retold for nearly 400 years ̶ in novels, on commemorative coins, 

in movies, blogs, and every book on the history of Monmouth County.  

According to the 1765 account, in about 1620, a young, Dutch-born Penelope (neé Vanprincis) 

and her first husband were aboard a ship that wrecked on Sandy Hook.  Fearing hostile natives, 

most survivors fled to New Amsterdam. Penelope stayed behind with her husband, who was 

too weak to travel. The local “Indians” killed him and brutally attacked Penelope, leaving her 

for dead.  Penelope suffered a fractured skull, mangled arm, and a severe abdominal wound.  

Holding her entrails in place, she hid in a tree stump for several days, surviving on its 

“excrescence,” until an elderly tribesman carried her to his wigwam and helped her recover.  

Months later, he made a present of Penelope to her countrymen in New Amsterdam, expecting 

ten times her value in return. She soon married an Englishman, Richard Stout, and they settled 

in Monmouth, where she raised ten children and lived to be 110 years old; by then she had hun-

dreds of descendants.  

There is no doubt “the First Lady of Middletown” existed, for her name, seen here, appears in a 

Monmouth County Clerk deed book in 1684. In fact, Penelope Stout may have been the first 

woman to own land in Monmouth County.  GJ  

 

Benedict, David.  A General History of the Baptist Denomination in America, and Other Parts 

of the World.  Boston: Manning & Loring, 1813.  [Includes variant of Penelope Stout story.] 

Smith, Samuel.  The History of the Colony of Nova-Caesaria, or New Jersey: containing, an 

account of its first settlement, progressive improvements, the original and present constitution, 

and other events, to the year 1721.  With some particulars since; and a short view of its present 

state.  Burlington, New Jersey: James Parker, 1765.  Web. 

 

https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=evans;cc=evans;rgn=main;view=toc;idno=N07965.0001.001
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Above, Mary Lou Strong at the All Saints Memorial Church shed restoration, with builder Doug Jones on ladder, 

retired warden Kenneth Meineri (left) and sexton Frank L. Pape, by Don Lordi, June 1, 1984.  Red Bank Register 

Negative Collection, Monmouth County Archives.  1984-06-002aRBR.  Published in the Register June 11, 1984, 

B6.  Below, a certificate awarded to Mary Lou Strong by the Township of Middletown in 2012.  Monmouth Coun-

ty Historical Association. 
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Mary Lou Strong: Historic Preservation Advocate 

Mary Louise Lyon, born on November 20, 1930, in Newton, Massachusetts, honed her aesthetic 

sensibilities as an art history major at Wellesley College.  After moving to Monmouth County 

with husband George H. Strong in 1956, she became enamored of the county’s history and be-

came an ardent advocate for preservation of its built environment. 

Mrs. Strong filled numerous offices and positions in the history and preservation fields that in-

cluded the presidency of the Monmouth County Historical Association (MCHA).  She was also 

active with Preservation New Jersey, chaired the Middletown Landmarks Commission, and was 

vice-chair of the Monmouth County Historical Commission.  Her Middletown research support-

ed creation of the Locust Historic District and other township historic places.  An avid athlete, 

Strong instigated the preservation of the Seabright Lawn Tennis and Cricket Club and its desig-

nation as a National Historic Landmark. 

The Strongs lived in an ambitious preservation project.  Having bought a disassembled c.1720 

toll and farm house that stood until 1933 in Hopkinton, Massachusetts, the clearly marked piec-

es were shipped to Locust, Middletown, and reassembled on a hill overlooking the Navesink 

River.  In a home that exuded historical character, this convivial hostess led many a discussion 

of the era’s vital issues. 

Strong’s articles and letters were invariably intelligent, informed, articulate, and eloquent ex-

pressions on the vitality and necessity of preservation.  Her effective advocacy made her the 

conscience of building conservation of her generation.  Strong died on August 29, 2017.  RG 

 

Brown, James S., “260-Year-Old Massachusetts Saltbox Is Now Rising Above Navesink Riv-

er.” Asbury Park Press, December 3, 1962, 13. 

Gabrielan, Randall.  Personal recollections of Mary Lou Strong. 

“Mrs. George H. Strong, President.”  Clipping, Monmouth County Historical Association News-

letter, c.1982.  [Randall Gabrielan Collection.] 

Strong Family.  “Mary Louise Lyon Strong (Mary Lou).”  Memorial Service Biography, also 

printed in the Asbury Park Press, September 3, 2017, A19.  

 Right, Monmouth County 

Historian George H. Moss, Jr., 

County Clerk M. Claire 

French, Clayton Award win-

ner Mary Lou Strong, former 

County Clerk Jane G. Clayton, 

Freeholder Ted Narozanick, 

and Monmouth County Li-

brary Commission Chair 

Renee B. Swartz.  Archives 

and History Day, October 17, 

1998.  Monmouth County 

Archives.  1998-10-006C. 
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Above, Mary Wooster (Mrs. William J.) Sutton, Colorado Springs Gazette, July 14, 

1913, 3.  Opposite, night view of the Sutton Building, 17 Broad Street, Red Bank,  

2013, by Randall Gabrielan. 
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Mary Wooster Sutton: Attorney and Concert Pianist 

Mary Munson, born in 1866 in Bridgeport, Connecticut, came to Red Bank to teach and en-

joyed a career as a concert pianist prior to becoming the first woman with a substantial law 

practice in Monmouth County and an activist with numerous groups.   

Munson no doubt met her husband, long-time school board member William J. Sutton, at the 

school where she began teaching in the 1890s; they married in 1894. She began to read law in 

1909, then enrolled in the New York University School of Law where she received L.L.B and 

L.L.M. degrees in 1911 and 1912.  After admittance to the bar as attorney in 1913, as the sec-

ond woman in Monmouth County after Jessie Vanderveer (also covered in this exhibit), Sutton 

opened an office in the Sutton Building, 17 Broad Street, Red Bank.  She was admitted as 

counsellor in 1916.   

Sutton attracted press coverage for difficult cases in which she demonstrated resoluteness and 

resiliency. Her legal career encompassed three states, including Florida where she relocated 

temporarily after William died in 1921.  Sutton’s causes included the Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution, the Chautauqua Association, and the suffrage movement.  In 1920, her elec-

toral race for the Red Bank Council missed by a narrow margin.  

After an accidental injury left her with a permanent disability, Sutton relocated to Connecticut 

c.1930 and practiced there.  She retained local renown through her longest case: a stepson sued 

her for taking a life interest in her home, selling it, and reinvesting the proceeds in Connecticut.  

Sutton continued her con-

cert career and interest in 

Red Bank until her death in 

1949.  RG 

 

Leonard, John William, ed.  

Woman’s Who’s Who of 

America, 1914-15.  New 

York: American Common-

wealth Company, 1914. 

“Mary W. Sutton Dead; At-

torney and Pianist, 83.”  

New York Herald Tribune, 

December 4, 1949, 30. 

“Victory for Mrs. Mary W. 

Sutton in Long Court 

Fight.”  Red Bank Register, 

April 8, 1937, 1. 
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Above, Geraldine Thompson c.1919, from A Triangle of Land, page 36 (see bibliography, next page).  Below, 

Allenwood Hospital patients taking the sun.  Health Care Facilities: Allenwood Hospital, Box 4 (Photographs), 

Monmouth County Archives.  Opposite, Brookdale, the Thompson mansion, 1906.   Clifford W. Zink, Discover 

History in the Parks: Brookdale Farm at Thompson Park.  Monmouth County Parks System, 2016.  

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/other-county-records/health-care-facilities-allenwood-hospital-1920-1970s/
http://co.monmouth.nj.us/documents/130%5Cthompson_park_dhittp_series_spring_2016.pdf
http://co.monmouth.nj.us/documents/130%5Cthompson_park_dhittp_series_spring_2016.pdf
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Geraldine Thompson: A Lifetime of Philanthropy 

The Visiting Nurse Association.  Thompson Park.  Brookdale Community College.  These are 

just a few of Geraldine Thompson’s legacies.  Born Geraldine Livingston Morgan in New York 

in 1872, she married Lewis Steenrod Thompson, Jr. in 1896 and moved to the Brookdale Farm 

mansion (shown here) in Lincroft.  From there, she launched a virtually unmatched career of 

public service. 

In 1912, she founded what would become the Monmouth County Organization for Social Ser-

vices (MCOSS), serving the needs of families with health screenings, prenatal clinics, visiting 

nurses, and more.  It soon became the largest nursing agency in the state and Thompson was its 

president for forty years.  The headquarters for what is now called the Visiting Nurse Associa-

tion of Central New Jersey was for many years in the Geraldine L. Thompson Building in Red 

Bank.  

Both Thompsons and their daughter suffered from TB.  In 1921, the couple helped found the 

Allenwood Tuberculosis Hospital, later named the Geraldine L. Thompson Medical Home.   

Thompson was a staunch, lifelong Republican, although she was close friends with Franklin and 

Eleanor Roosevelt.  She attended every Republican National Convention from 1920 to 1952.  In 

1923, Thompson was the first female on the Republican National Committee.   

Thompson was the first woman appointed to a State Board in New Jersey, holding positions on 

the State Board of Charities and Corrections, the State Board of Control, and the Department of 

Institutions and Charities.  These roles enabled her to gain the ear of important politicians to aid 

her causes.  

After she passed in 1967, Thompson Park was created from her estate after she left it in her will 

to the people of Monmouth County for recreation purposes.  Another part of her land, which she 

had previously gifted to her son, Lewis, became Brookdale Community College.  MH 

 

Freeman, Lucy. “Jersey Honor Paid to Mrs. Thompson: Gov. Driscoll Leads Tributes on Day of 

Welfare Pioneer Needling State 30 Years.”  New York Times, June 2, 1950, 26. 

Henderson, Marguerite.  “Mrs. Thompson’s Spirit Lives in Her Many Gifts.”  Asbury Park 

Press, July 31, 1992, 10. 

“Monmouth GOP Women 

Honor Mrs. Thompson for 

Service.”  Asbury Park 

Press, March 17, 1961, 24. 

The Northern Monmouth 

County Branch of the 

American Association of 

University Women.  A Tri-

angle of Land.  Lincroft, 

New Jersey: Brookdale 

Community College, 1978. 
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Above left, untitled poem by Dr. Upham in “Women in Medicine,” Asbury Park Press, May 12, 1908, 8.  Above 

right, portrait of Dr. Upham from Morris S. Daniels, The Story of Ocean Grove Related in the Year of its Golden 

Jubilee 1869-1919. New York and Cincinnati, 1919, 253. 
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Dr. Ella Prentiss Upham: Pioneer Physician 

Five years after graduating from Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania, Ella Prentiss 

Upham, M.D., came to Asbury Park in 1890 and set up practice.  Doctor Upham was Asbury 

Park’s first female physician.  She made her rounds by foot, bicycle, or horse and buggy, and 

for 40 years ministered to patients using homeopathic medicine from her residence at 305 Third 

Avenue.  

Dr. Upham joined county and state medical societies and took an active role in local communi-

ty, church, and school affairs. Often elected president of organizations, she led the Asbury Park 

Woman’s Club and the Women’s Suffrage Association of Monmouth County.  At a lecture on 

“Adolescence” before the Young Women’s Educational Association at the Asbury Park Li-

brary, Doctor Upham told her female audience that the future greatness of our nation depended 

on its mothers.  There was no limit to human achievement, she said, and emphasized the need 

of intelligent guardianship of children.  “Instruct your boys,” she said, “that a strong, true man 

has perfect control of his emotions at all times.”  

At the 1908 annual meeting of the New Jersey State Homeopathic Medical Society in Prince-

ton, Dr. Upham addressed the topic of women in medicine.  Upham asserted that women enter-

ing the medical field were not disruptors, and that “… men and women should work together, 

supplementing each other in their profession, as in other positions in life.”  She closed her talk 

by reciting her poem, seen here.  Doctor Upham died in her Asbury Park home at age 82 in 

1933.  GJ  

 

“Ella Prentiss Upham, M.D.” in Frank R. Holmes, ed.  History of Monmouth County, New Jer-

sey, 1664-1920.  Vol. III.  New York and Chicago: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, Inc., 

1922, 210. 

“Nation’s Future Is with Mothers.”  Asbury Park Press, February 4, 1911, 1. 

“Woman Physician, 82, Passes Away [obituary].”  Asbury Park Press, November 6, 1933, 19. 

“Women in Medicine.”  Asbury Park Press, May 12, 1908, 3, 8. 

 

 

Right, Dr. Upham’s 

residence, 305 3rd Ave-

nue, Asbury Park, by 

George Joynson, De-

cember 2018.  Oppo-

site, copy of Upham’s 

medical diploma, 1885, 

Professional Licenses, 

1832-1974, Box 1209, 

Monmouth County 

Archives. 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/professional-licenses-and-diplomas-1832-1974/
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Left, Jesse Vanderveer,  passport photo, An-

cestry.com.   Below, ad,  Asbury Park Press, 

January 22, 1903, 6.   

Bottom, Oath of Jessie Vanderveer as Com-

missioner of Deeds, April 6, 1903.  Election 

Records, Commissioners of Deeds, 1849-

1931, Oaths, Box 1, Monmouth County Ar-

chives. 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/election-records-1770-2013/
https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/election-records-1770-2013/
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Jessie Vanderveer: First Woman to Pass the Bar in Monmouth County 

Jessie Vanderveer broke a gender barrier by becoming the first woman from Monmouth Coun-

ty, and only the sixth in New Jersey, to pass the bar exam on June 5, 1902. Born in 1872 and a 

lifelong resident of Asbury Park, she studied law under the tutelage of Counselor John E. Lan-

ning, a Prosecutor of the Pleas, in his Asbury Park office.  

While Vanderveer did “hang out her shingle” in Room 27 at the Appleby Building on Main 

Street, there is little evidence that she actively practiced as an attorney, although frequently she 

was identified as one in newspapers.  She listed her profession as “lawyer” in the 1905 New 

Jersey Census and on her passport (photo shown here), and was 

included in the New Jersey Lawyer’s Diary and Bar Directory.  As 

a lawyer, she spoke to local organizations about the rights of mar-

ried women.  She was also appointed Commissioner of Deeds in 

1903, as shown by the displayed oath and signature. 

Vanderveer was renowned locally for her exceptional musical tal-

ents, displayed at the First Baptist and First Presbyterian churches, 

and then at Trinity Church, where she remained until 1925 as or-

ganist and musical director.  She often performed at weddings and 

other special events in the city.  In addition, she gave piano and 

organ lessons, and offered her typewriting skills at her office.  Af-

ter her mother’s passing in 1931, she took in lodgers.  These sever-

al enterprises provided Vanderveer with a comfortable life, ena-

bling her to travel often and, when she died in 1950 at the age of 

77, leave bequests for her sister and her family.  Vanderveer is 

buried in the family plot in Glenwood Cemetery in West Long 

Branch.  MH 

 

“Jessie Vanderveer; Attorney, Organist.”  [Obituary], Asbury Park 

Press, May 3, 1950, 2. 

Oath of Jessie Vanderveer as Commissioner of Deeds, April 6, 

1903.  Elections records, Monmouth County Archives. 

“Property Rights of Married Women.”  Asbury Park Press, Janu-

ary 26, 1911, 2. 

“Resigns as Organist.”  Asbury Park Press, January 3, 1925, 11. 

 

Right, “Monmouth’s First Woman Lawyer.”  Asbury Park Press, 

June 2, 1902, 1. 
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Left, Emma K. Vernell, with 1947 

American LaFrance Pumper fire 

truck, c. late 1950s, West Side 

Hose Co. No. 1.  Below, Vernell, 

with West Side Hose Company 

and 1926 American LaFrance 

Pumper fire truck, early 1940s, 

West Side Hose Co. No. 1.  Both 

courtesy, Red Bank Fire Depart-

ment. 
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Mrs. Emma Van Kirk Vernell: Firefighter 

“I can connect hose to fire hydrants as good as any man.  It’s a cinch.” 

When Emma Vernell joined West Side Hose Company No. 1 in Red Bank on April 5, 1926, 

she became the first woman in New Jersey to be recognized as a female firefighter.  Mrs. Kath-

erine DeForest reportedly preceded her as an honorary member of the Long Branch Fire De-

partment, and although she was active with fundraising, DeForest was not a firefighter. 

Vernell’s husband Harry, a member of the West Side Hose Company No. 1, was an active fire-

fighter until he suffered injuries from a fall in 1925 while fighting a fire.  Less than three 

months after he died in 1926, Emma joined the company. Its members welcomed her participa-

tion.  Thus began Emma Vernell’s 40-year stint as a volunteer female firefighter.  

Mrs. Vernell’s Leighton Avenue home, where she took care of her invalid son for many years, 

was across the street from the West Side firehouse.  As soon as a fire alarm sounded, Vernell 

ran to the station and opened the overhead door, clearing the way for the trucks to proceed.  

She read the indicator and relayed the location to the firetruck driver.  After her son passed 

away, Vernell also rode on the truck.  She laid and connected hoses.  In 1935, the Red Bank 

Council granted Vernell her Certificate of Exemption. She had met the required minimum of 

seven years volunteer service.  After many years at the West Side Hose Company, Vernell re-

called, “I did what I loved best, the best I knew how."  Vernell retired from the Company in 

1966 and died in 1970.  GJ 

“Red Bank ‘Fire Sweetheart’ Brisk At 75.”  The Daily Record [Long Branch], January 26, 

1950, 11. 

West Side Hose Co. No. 1.  Certificate of Incorporation, May 2, 1914.  Book H, 156.  Corpora-

tions and Business Names Collection, 1833-1995.  Monmouth County Archives. 

 

Below, Mrs. Emma K. Vernell, Certificate of Exemption, Red Bank Fire Department [West Side Hose Co. No. 

1], September 3, 1935.  Exempt Firemen Certificates, 1871-current.  Monmouth County Archives. 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/corporations-business-names-collection-1833-1995/
https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/corporations-business-names-collection-1833-1995/
https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/exempt-firemen-1871-2014/


106 

 

 

Left, Hannah and Elias Weis and family 

on the occasion of their 50th wedding an-

niversary, c.1900.  Courtesy, Red Bank 

Public Library.  Below, first page of a 

building contract between Hannah Weis 

and William Spinning, February 8, 1894, 

to erect a store and dwelling at 42 Broad 

Street, Red Bank.  The edifice actually 

was at 40 Broad and later renumbered.  

Building Contracts, Monmouth County 

Archives. 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/building-contracts-1847-1999/
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Hannah Weis: The Temple of Fashion 

Hannah Weis elevated fashion for women in Red Bank.  Born Hannah Schwartz c.1823 in Bo-

hemia, she married Elias Weis prior to emigrating to America c.1857.  They first settled in 

New York, then Freehold, prior to moving to Red Bank in 1875 to open a dry goods/millinery 

business. 

The couple lost two Front Street stores to fire, in July 1881 and November 1882, then erected a 

brick building at 14 West Front to replace the latter.  The firm regularly advertised in the Regis-

ter, their ads invariably in the name of Mrs. E. Weis following the style of the times, announc-

ing the arrivals of appealing stock that elevated them to the pinnacle of Red Bank retailing.  In 

1893, they purchased the lot on Broad Street where Robert Chandler designed the yellow brick 

building known as the Temple of Fashion.  At their August 23, 1894, relocation, the Register 

noted that in addition to “her usual large and varied stock of millinery, Mrs. Weis will carry in 

the future a fine line of hair goods,” which were not carried then in Red Bank.  “As usual Mrs. 

Weis will keep a full stock of patterns and corsets and will also sell muslin underwear.” 

After Elias and Hannah died in 1903 and 1907, the business was run by their children, includ-

ing Bertha, the wife of Sigmund Eisner, Max, and the misses Rosa and Ida.  Their building, 

readily recognizable by its distinctive cornice crest that embodies the Temple of Fashion name, 

remains one of the finest in Red Bank.  The Weis heirs in time sold the business, while the 

building, retained by Eisner family interests, was sold in 1940.  RG 

 

“A Business Anniversary.”  

Red Bank Register, March 21, 

1900, 12.  

“A Lot Sold for $8,500.”  Red 

Bank Register, December 6, 

1893, 3.  

“Prominent Broad Street 

Business Property Sold.”  Red 

Bank Register, June 13, 1940, 

1.  

 

Right, Hannah and Elias 

Weis on a Weis-Eisner fami-

ly vase, courtesy Red Bank 

Public Library. 
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Right, Blanche (Mrs. Karl G) Roebling, c. 1910-1915, from 

a glass negative, Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/
pictures/item/2014692325/.   

Below, Building Contract for new hospital between Albiona 

N. Whartenby and Pierce & Mount, 1903.  Building Con-

tracts, Box 71, Monmouth County Archives.   

Opposite, Mrs. Karl G. Roebling to 

P.C. Brown, January 13, 1922, copy 

of letter in Ann May School of Nurs-

ing Papers, Elsalyn Palmisano Wom-

en’s History Papers, Monmouth 

County Archives. 

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2014692325/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2014692325/
https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/building-contracts-1847-1999/
https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/building-contracts-1847-1999/
https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/special-collections/ann-may-school-of-nursing-papers/
https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/special-collections/ann-may-school-of-nursing-papers/
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Albionia Whartenby and Blanche Roebling: A Legacy of Care 

In 1903, in memory of her daughter, Philadelphian Mrs. Albionia Whartenby, a summer resi-

dent of Spring Lake, created a convalescent home on the corner of First and Vroom Avenues, to 

allow patients to recover in the warm summer ocean breezes.  The Ann May Memorial Hospital 

was dedicated on June 11, 1904. 

Incorporated in 1905 as the Ann May Homeopathic Hospital, it soon operated year-round with 

a full complement of doctors and nurses, and its own school for nurses.  By 1921, a large wing 

was added on land donated by Whartenby.  The mostly female Board of Managers coordinated 

necessary efforts needed to keep the hospital running.  As a homeopathic institution, it received 

no regular county funding and relied entirely on charitable donations.  

Through her efforts and substantial financial support, Whartenby helped establish the institution 

now known as Jersey Shore Medical Center.  She had garnered considerable support from the 

local community, as well as donors from Philadelphia and New York, by the time she passed in 

1920.   

In 1922, Blanche (Mrs. Karl G.) Roebling, another summer resident and president of the hospi-

tal’s Board of Managers, donated $40,000 and land to build a home for the nurses.  One of the 

directors of Trenton’s John A. Roebling Sons Co., she chose a site on Vroom Avenue near the 

hospital.  Roebling spoke at the dedication of the new wing, and was present at the 1931 dedi-

cation of the successor  

hospital in Neptune, Fitkin 

Memorial, a much larger 

facility that succeeded Ann 

May.  Fitkin Memorial be-

came Jersey Shore Medical 

Center in 1966.  The Ann 

May name continues as the 

Ann May Center for Nurs-

ing, part of Hackensack 

Meridian Health.  MH 

 

Certificate of Incorpora-

tion.  Ann May Memorial 

Homeopathic Hospital, 

1905.  Corporations and 

Business Names, Incorpo-

rations Book E, page 201, 

Monmouth County Ar-

chives.  

“Experts Put Ann May 

Hospital on Efficiency Ba-

sis.”  Asbury Park Press, 

April 30, 1914, 6.  

“New Hospital Wing For-

mally Dedicated.”  Asbury 

Park Press, May 13, 1921, 

1. 

 

https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/corporations-business-names-collection-1833-1995/
https://www.monmouthcountyclerk.com/archives/record-groups/county-clerk-records/corporations-business-names-collection-1833-1995/
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Right, Sea Bright Mayor and former 

Freeholder Cecile F. Norton, Katharine 

Elkus White, and Senatorial candidate 

Frank Lautenberg, October 29, 1982.  

Lautenberg had just arrived by helicopter 

on White’s property.  1982-10-230RBR.   

Below, Vassar classmates U.S. Navy 

Captain Grace M. Hopper and White, at a 

luncheon in Hopper’s honor at the Molly 

Pitcher Inn, June 29, 1983, by Don Lordi.  

1983-06-216RBR.  Hopper, a computer 

scientist who became a Rear Admiral and 

the oldest commissioned officer in the 

Navy, is known for coining the term, 

“debugging.” 

Opposite, on December 8, 1982, 

“Katharine Elkus White, left, admires the 

plaque which dedicates the Arthur J. 

White Community Room at the High 

Point Center of Children's Psychiatric 

Center, Marlboro, which was named after 

her late husband, former president and 

founder of the center. With Mrs. White 

are Dr. Jeanne Wurmser, executive direc-

tor of the center, and Mrs. White's chil-

dren, Frances W. Cohen and Lawrence 

White.”  Photo by Carl Forino.  1982-12-

050RBR.  Quoted caption from the Regis-

ter, December 9, 1982, B3.   

All photos, Red Bank Register Collection, 

Monmouth County Archives. 
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Katharine Elkus White: Ambassador and Red Bank Mayor 

The first woman mayor of Red Bank was born Katharine Elkus in New York in 1906.  The 

daughter of a diplomat, Katharine lived three years in Constantinople while her father, Abram 

Isaac Elkus, was Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire from 1916 to 1919.  He reported to 

Washington on the Armenian Genocide that had begun in 1915. 

A 1928 Vassar College speech and drama major, Katharine entered politics that year reading 

remarks on behalf of Alfred E. Smith, performing well and earning speaking assignments for 

him while traveling to Cincinnati.  Married in 1929 to Arthur J. White, who later founded the 

Children’s Psychiatric Center in Monmouth County, they resided at her family’s estate, 

Elkridge, on the Red Bank-Little Silver border.  Becoming an active Democrat, Katharine ran 

unsuccessfully for office in the 1930s.   

Inspired to social activism by aunt Sarah Elkus, White volunteered with several organizations 

during the Great Depression and WWII.  Public recognition for that work helped her successful 

1950 mayoral campaign, followed by reelection to two three-year terms.  She became chairman 

of the New Jersey Highway Authority in 1955 and served nearly ten years as the first woman in 

the United States to head a toll road body. 

In 1964, President Johnson appointed White Ambassador to Denmark, which recognized her 

with the Grand Cross of the Order of Dannebrog, one of its highest honors.  After serving to 

1968, she returned to Red Bank and focused her volunteer activity on higher education, notably 

the Rutgers Board of Governors.  White died in 1985, two years after the pictured visit from 

Navy Captain Grace M. Hopper.  RG 

 

“Katy Can’t Be Kept in the Kitchen.” Red Bank Register, Today’s Woman magazine, July 25, 

1978, 2. 

“Katharine White Dies at Age 78.”  Red Bank Register, April 26, 1985, A1-A2. 

“Mrs. Katharine Elkus White, Red Bank.”  Manual of the Legislature of New Jersey, 1942.  

Trenton, New Jersey: Josephine A. Fitzgerald, 1942, 331. 

“Red Bank Gets a Woman Mayor.”  Red Bank Register, November 9, 1950, 6. 

United States Embassy in Denmark, Ambassador Katharine Elkus White, https:/

dk.usembassy.gov 

Woman’s Project of 
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Jersey: Scarecrow 

Press, 1990. 

“U.S. Navy Capt. 

Grace M. Hop-
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Register, June 30, 

1983, B1.   
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Above, Margaret Widdemer, c.1920, courtesy Karen L. Schnitzspahn.  Below, photo from article praising Wid-

demer’s short story collection, The Boardwalk, Evening Public Ledger (Philadelphia), January 24, 1920. 
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Margaret Widdemer: Poet and Novelist  

A prolific writer raised in Asbury Park, Margaret Widdemer was awarded one of two Pulitzer 

prizes in Poetry in 1919 for The Old Road to Paradise; the other went to Carl Sandberg.  Mar-

garet was born in Doylestown, Pennsylvania, on September 30, 1884, the daughter of a Congre-

gationalist minister.  She was largely home-schooled, then graduated from the Drexel Institute 

Library School in Philadelphia in 1909. 

Widdemer published 32 novels and many poetry and short story collections.  In 1917, the New 

York Times asserted, “She has probably written more books—certainly more successful 

books—than any other American author of her age.”  She also wrote books for children, books 

on how to write, and lectured on the latter in radio broadcasts.  Her best-selling first novel, The 

Rose Garden Husband, appeared in 1915, when she was just 21.  Her last (below), Red Castle 

Women, was published in 1968.  Widdemer’s years in Asbury Park influenced much of her 

work, perhaps most obviously her 1919 short story collection, The Boardwalk.   

Widdemer was not reticent to use her celebrity for political causes.  Her poem, “The Factories,” 

addressed child labor.  She spoke out on topics such as WWI and openly campaigned for politi-

cal candidates like Herbert Hoover.  As she told Margery Rex of the International News Service 

in 1922, “The woman of the future will be one who need not suppress any part of herself in or-

der to develop any other part.  She will have a chance.”  Widdemer, who married Robert 

Schauffler but kept her maiden name for literary work, lived in New York for much of her adult 

life.  She died in 1978 at age 93.  MZ 

“Margaret Widdemer.”  Poetry Foundation.  Web.  

“Miss Widdemer, Author, Marries.”  New York Times, September 4, 1919, 13. 

“Miss Widdemer, 93, Poet, Author, Dies.”  New York Times, July 15, 1978, 20.  

“1919 Pulitzer Prizes.”  The Pulitzer Prizes.  Web.   

“Poetry Prize is Divided: Margaret Widdemer and Carl Sandberg Share Society’s Award.”  

New York Times, June 7, 1919, 4.  [1919 Pulitzer prizes in poetry.] 

“Stevenson’s ‘Un-healthy Optimism’ Fades in War.”  New York Times, May 20, 1917, SM5.  

[Quoted above.] 

“What Will Tomor-

row’s Daughter of 

Eve Be?”  The 

Bridgeport Times, 

February 21, 1922, 9.  

“Writers to Back 

Hoover: Margaret 

Widdemer Heads 

Committee to Ad-

vance His Candida-

cy.” New York Times, 

April 3, 1928, 3.  

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/margaret-widdemer
https://www.pulitzer.org/prize-winners-by-year/1919
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Belmar lifeguards.  Above, Jeanne 

Bonk, with colleagues, courtesy Robert 

V. Pringle.  Right, Doris Pflug, courte-

sy Karen L. Schnitzspahn. 
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Trailblazing Women Lifeguards of Monmouth County 

It was once preposterous to think that women could serve as lifeguards.  In the Victorian era, 

women wore restrictive wool bathing costumes and athletic activities were not considered lady-

like.  Bathers cautiously dipped into the water for a few minutes or clung to ropes supported by 

poles.  Gradually, swimmers became bolder, ventured out further, and drownings increased.  

“Constables of the Surf” patrolled some beaches but as more tourists flocked to Jersey Shore 

resorts, the need for lifeguards became critical.  It was then considered a man’s job. 

Taking on new roles in the twentieth century, women donned form-fitting swimsuits and estab-

lished themselves as athletes.  During World War II, the first women lifeguards in Monmouth 

County began working when men were being sent overseas.  In 1943, the Borough of Belmar 

employed a local, Doris Pflug (Jernee), after recommendation by Howard Rowland, the now 

legendary lifeguard captain.  Soon, another Belmar resident, Catherine Coveney, was hired and 

the following year, Jeanne Bonk (Baldino), joined the Belmar guards.  Included in the group 

photo, Bonk was a strong swimmer then finishing her senior year at Asbury Park High School.  

In the 1960s, more women lifeguards were employed, including Suzanne Kaufer (Spencer) in 

Belmar and Patty Fowler (McCormick), at Spring Lake.  Private beaches were more likely to 

hire women than municipalities.  “Bunny” Dillon (Bell) worked as a guard at a Sea Bright 

beach club starting in the 1940s.  

It took years for women lifeguards to gain respect but today a woman has an equal chance to be 

the trusted guard on the stand.  KLS 

 

Fowler, Michael “Spike,” Bernard A. Olsen and Edward “Ted” Olsen.  Lifeguards of the Jersey 
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Jernee, Doris Pflug, telephone interview by Karen L. Schnitzspahn, 2014.  
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